monstrous shapes, none like another, among our sects of
religion. Every religion, every university, and almost every
man, hath a sundry divinity. :Now whatsoever opinions every
man findeth with his doctor, that is his gospel, and that only
is true with him; and that holdeth he all his life long: and
every man, to maintain his doctor withal, corrupteth the
scripture, and fashioneth it after his own imagination, as a
potter doth his clay. Of what text thou provest hell, will
another prove purgatory; another limbo patrum ; and
another the assumption of our lady: and another shall prove
of the same text that an ape hath a tail. And of what text the
gray friar proveth that our lady was without original sin, of
the same shall the black friar prove that she was conceived in
original sin. And all this do they with apparent reasons, with
false similitudes and likenesses, and with arguments and
persuasions of man’s wisdom. Now there is no other division
or heresy in the world save man’s wisdom, and when man’s
foolish wisdom interpreteth the scripture. Man’s wisdom
scattereth, divideth, and maketh sects; while the wisdom of
one is that a white coat is best to serve God in, and another
saith a black, and another a gray, another a blue; and while
one saith that God will hear your prayer in this place, another
saith in that place; and while one saith this place is holier, and
another that place is holier; and this religion is holier than
that; and this saint is greater with God than that; and an
hundred thousand like things. Man’s wisdom is plain idolatry:
neither is there any other idolatry than to imagine of God
after man’s wisdom. God is not man’s imagination; but that
only which he saith of himself. God is nothing but his law and
his promises; that is to say, that which he biddeth thee to do,
and that which he biddeth thee believe and hope. God is but
his word, as Christ saith, John 8 "I am that I say unto you;"
that is to say, That which I preach am I; my words are spirit
and life.

God is that only which he testifieth of himself, and to
imagine any other thing of God than that, is damnable
idolatry. Therefore saith the hundred and eighteenth psalm,
"Happy are they which search the testimonies of the Lord;"
that is to say, that which God testifieth and witnesseth unto
us.
But how shall I that do, when ye will not let me have his
testimonies, or witnesses, in a tongue which I understand?
Will ye resist God? Will ye forbid him to give his Spirit unto
the lay as well as unto you? Hath he not made the English
tongue? Why forbid ye him to speak in the English tongue
then, as well as in the Latin?

Finally, that this threatening and forbidding the lay people
to read the scripture is not for the love of your souls (which
they care for as the fox doth for the geese), is evident, and
clearer than the sun; inasmuch as they permit and suffer you
to read Robin Hood, and Bevis of Hampton, Hercules, Hector
and Troilus, with a thousand histories and fables of love and
wantonness, and of ribaldry, as filthy as heart can think, to
corrupt the minds of youth withal, clean contrary to the
doctrine of Christ and of his apostles: for Paul saith, "See that
fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, be not once
named among you, as it becometh saints; neither filthiness,
neither foolish talking nor jesting, which are not comely: for
this ye know, that no whoremonger, either unclean person, or
covetous person, which is the worshipper of images, hath any
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God." And after
saith he, "Through such things cometh the wrath of God
upon the children of unbelief." Now seeing they permit you
freely to read those things which corrupt your minds and rob
you of the kingdom of God and Christ, and bring the wrath of
God upon you, how is this forbidding for love of your souls?

A thousand reasons more might be made, as thou mayest see
in Paraclesis Erasmi , and in his preface to the Paraphrase of
Matthew , unto which they should be compelled to hold their
peace, or to give shameful answers. But I hope that these are
sufficient unto them that thirst the truth.

God for his mercy and truth shall well open them more, yea,
and other secrets of his godly wisdom, if they be diligent to
cry unto him; which grace grant God. Amen.

THE PROLOGUE UNTO THE BOOK.

Forasmuch as our holy prelates and our ghostly religious,
which ought to defend God’s word, speak evil of it, and do all
the shame they can to it, and rail on it; and bear their captives
in hand, that it causeth insurrection and teacheth the people
to disobey their heads and governors, and moveth them to rise
against their princes, and to make all common, and to make
havock of other men’s goods: therefore have I made this little
treatise that followeth, containing all obedience that is of
God; in which, whosoever readeth it, shall easily perceive, not
the contrary only, and that they lie, but also the very cause of
such blasphemy, and what stirreth them so furiously to rage
and to belie the truth.

Howbeit it is no new thing unto the word of God to be
railed upon, neither is this the first time that hypocrites have
ascribed to God’s word the vengeance whereof they themselves
were ever cause. For the hypocrites with their false doctrine
and idolatry have evermore led the wrath and vengeance of
God upon the people, so sore that God could no longer
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forbear, nor defer his punishment. Yet God, which is always
merciful, before he would take vengeance, hath ever sent his
true prophets and true preachers, to warn the people that they
might repent. But the people for the most part, and namely
the heads and rulers, through comfort and persuading of the
hypocrites, have ever waxed more hard-hearted than before,
and have persecuted the word of God and his prophets. Then
God, which is also righteous, hath always poured his plagues
upon them without delay; which plagues the hypocrites
ascribe unto God’s word, saying, ‘See what mischief is come
upon us since this new learning came up, and this new sect,
and this new doctrine.’ This seest thou, Jeremiah 44 where the
people cried to go to their old idolatry again, saying, "Since
we left it, we have been in all necessity and have been
consumed with war and hunger." But the prophet answered
them that their idolatry went unto the heart of God, so that
he could no longer suffer the maliciousness of their own
imaginations or inventions; and that the cause of all such
mischiefs was, because they would not hear the voice of the
Lord and walk in his law, ordinances, and testimonies. The
scribes and the Pharisees laid also to Christ’s charge, Luke 23
that he moved the people to sedition; and said to Pilate, "We
have found this fellow perverting the people, and forbidding
to pay tribute to Caesar, and saith that he is Christ a king."
And again in the same chapter, "He moveth the people," said
they, "teaching throughout Jewry, and began at Galilee even
to this place." So likewise laid they to the apostles’ charge, as
thou mayest see in the Acts. St Cyprian also, and St Augustine,
and many other more, made works in defense of the word of
God against such blasphemies. So that thou mayest see how
that it is no new thing, but an old and accustomed thing with
the hypocrites, to wite God’s word and the true preachers of
all the mischief which their lying doctrine is the very cause of.

Neverthelater in very deed, after the preaching of God’s
word, because it is not truly received, God sendeth great
trouble into the world; partly to avenge himself of the tyrants
and persecutors of his word, and partly to destroy those
worldly people which make of God’s word nothing but a
cloak of their fleshly liberty. They are not all good that follow
the gospel.

Christ ( Matthew 13) likeneth the kingdom of heaven unto
anet cast into the sea, that catcheth fishes both good and bad.
The kingdom of heaven is the preaching of the gospel, unto
which come both good and bad.

But the good are few. Christ calleth them therefore a "little
flock," Luke 12. For they are ever few that come to the gospel
of a true intent, seeking therein nothing but the glory and
praise of God, and offering themselves freely and willingly to
take adversity with Christ for the gospel’s sake, and for
bearing record unto the truth, that all men may hear it. The
greatest number come, and ever came, and followed even
Christ himself, for a worldly purpose: as thou mayest well see
(John 6), how that almost five thousand followed Christ, and
would also have made him a king, because he had well fed
them: whom he rebuked, saying, "Ye seek me not because ye
saw the miracles but because ye ate of the bread and were
filled"; and drove them away from him with hard preaching.

Even so now, as ever, the most part seek liberty. They be
glad when they hear the unsatiable covetousness of the
spirituality rebuked; when they hear their falsehood and wiles
uttered; when tyranny and oppression is preached against;
when they hear how kings and all officers should rule
christianly and brotherly, and seek no other thing save the
wealth of their subjects; and when they hear that they have no
such authority of God so to pill and poll as they do, and to
raise up taxes and gatherings to maintain their phantasies,
and to make war they wot not for what cause. And therefore,
because the heads will not so rule, will they also no longer
obey; but resist and rise against their evil heads; and one
wicked destroyeth another. Yet is God’s word not the cause of
this, neither yet the preachers. For though that Christ himself
taught all obedience, how that it is not lawful to resist wrong,
but for the officer that is appointed thereunto; and how a man
must love his very enemy, and pray for them that persecute
him, and bless them that curse him; and how that all
vengeance must be remitted to God; and that a man must
forgive if he will be forgiven of God; yet the people for the
most part received it not: they were ever ready to rise, and to
fight. For ever when the scribes and Pharisees went about to
take Christ, they were afraid of the people. "Not on the holy
day," said they, Matthew 26 "lest any rumor arise among the
people": and, Matthew 21 "They would have taken him but
they feared the people": and Luke 20 Christ asked the
Pharisees a question unto which they durst not answer, lest
the people should have stoned them.

Last of all: forasmuch as the very disciples and apostles of
Christ, after so long hearing of Christ’s doctrine, were yet
ready to fight for Christ, clean against Christ’s teaching, (as
Peter, Matthew 26 drew his sword, but was rebuked; and,
Luke 9 James and John would have had fire to come from
heaven to consume the Samaritans, and to avenge the injury
of Christ, but were likewise rebuked;) if Christ’s disciples were
so long carnal, what wonder is it if we be not all perfect the
first day? Yea, inasmuch as we be taught, even of very babes,
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to kill a Turk, to slay a Jew, to burn an heretic, to fight for
the liberties and right of the church, as they call it; yea, and
inasmuch as we are brought in belief, if we shed the blood of
our even christian, or if the son shed the blood of his father
that begat him, for the defense, not of the pope’s godhead
only, but also for whatsoever cause it be, yea, though it be for
no cause, but that his holiness commandeth it only, that we
deserve as much as Christ deserved for us, when he died on the
cross; or, if we be slain in the quarrel, that our souls go, nay,
fly to heaven, and be there ere our blood be cold: inasmuch, I
say, as we have sucked in such bloody imaginations into the
bottom of our hearts, even with our mother’s milk, and have
been so long hardened therein; what wonder were it, if, while
we be yet young in Christ, we thought that it were lawful to
fight for the true word of God? Yea, and though a man were
thoroughly persuaded that it were not lawful to resist his king,
though he would wrongfully take away life and goods; yet
might he think that it were lawful to resist the hypocrites, and
to rise, not against his king but with his king, to deliver his
king out of bondage and captivity, wherein the hypocrites
hold him with wiles and falsehood, so that no man may be
suffered to come at him, to tell him the truth.

This seest thou, that it is the bloody doctrine of the pope
which causeth disobedience, rebellion and insurrection: for he
teacheth to fight and to defend his traditions, and whatsoever
he dreameth, with fire, water, and sword; and to disobey
father, mother, master, lord, king, and emperor; yea, and to
invade whatsoever land or nation, that will not receive and
admit his godhead: where the peaceable doctrine of Christ
teacheth to obey, and to suffer for the word of God, and to
remit the vengeance and the defense of the word to God,
which is mighty and able to defend it: which also as soon as
the word is once openly preached, and testified, or witnessed
unto the world, and when he hath given them a season to
repent, is ready at once to take vengeance of his enemies, and
shooteth arrows with heads dipt in deadly poison at them;
and poureth his plagues from heaven down upon them; and
sendeth the murrain and pestilence among them; and sinketh
the cities of them; and maketh the earth swallow them; and
compasseth them in their wiles; and taketh them in their own
traps and snares, and casteth them into the pits which they
digged for other men; and sendeth them a dazing in the head;
and utterly destroyeth them with their own subtle counsel.

Prepare thy mind therefore unto this little treatise; and
read it discreetly; and judge it indifferently. And when I allege
any scripture, look thou on the text whether I interpret it
right: which thou shalt easily perceive by the circumstance
and process of them, if thou make Christ the foundation and
the ground, and build all on him, and referrest all to him; and
findest also that the exposition agreeth unto the common
articles of the faith and open scriptures. And God the Father
of mercy, which for his truth’s sake raised our Savior Christ
up again to justify us, give thee his Spirit, to judge what is
righteous in his eyes; and give thee strength to abide by it, and
to maintain it with all patience and long-suffering, unto the
example and edifying of his congregation, and glory of his
name. Amen.

THE OBEDIENCE OF ALL DEGREES PROVED BY
GOD’S WORD: AND FIRST OF CHILDREN UNTO
THEIR ELDERS.

God, which worketh all in all things, for a secret judgment
and purpose, and for his godly pleasure, provided an hour
that thy father and mother should come together, to make
thee through them. He was present with thee in thy mother’s
womb, and fashioned thee and breathed life into thee; and, for
the great love he had unto thee, provided milk in thy mother’s
breasts for thee against thou were born; moved also thy father
and mother, and all other, to love thee, to pity thee, and to
care for thee.

And as he made thee through them, so hath he cast thee
under the power and authority of them, to obey and serve
them in his stead; saying, "Honour thy father and mother."
Exodus 20. Which is not to be understood in bowing the knee,
and putting off the cap only, but that thou love them with all
thine heart; and fear and dread them, and wait on their
commandments; and seek their worship, pleasure, will and
profit in all things; and give thy life for them, counting them
worthy of all honor; remembering that thou art their good
and possession, and that thou owest unto them thine own self,
and all thou art able, yea, and more than thou art able to do.

Understand also, that whatsoever thou doest unto them, be
it good or bad, thou doest unto God. When thou pleasest
them, thou pleasest God; when thou displeasest them, thou
displeasest God; when they are angry with thee, God is angry
with thee: neither is it possible for thee to come to the favor of
God again, no, though all the angels of heaven pray for thee,
until thou have submitted thyself unto thy father and mother
again.

If thou obey, though it be but carnally, either for fear, for
vain glory, or profit, thy blessing shall be long life upon the
earth. For he saith, "Honour thy father and mother, that
thou mayest live long upon the earth." ( Exodus 20)
Contrariwise, if thou disobey them, thy life shall be shortened



upon the earth. For it followeth, Exodus 21 "He that smiteth
his father or mother shall be put to death for it. And he that
curseth," that is to say, raileth or dishonoreth his father or
mother with opprobrious words, "shall be slain for it." And,
Deuteronomy "If any man have a son stubborn and
disobedient, which heareth not the voice of his father and the
voice of his mother, so that they have taught him nurture, and
he regardeth them not; then let his father and mother take
him, and bring him forth unto the seniors or elders of the city,
and unto the gate of the same place: and let them say unto the
seniors of that city, This our son is stubborn and disobedient:
he will not hearken unto our voice: he is a rioter and a
drunkard. Then let all the men of the city stone him with
stones unto death: so shall ye put away wickedness from
among you, and all Israel shall hear and shall fear."
( Deuteronomy 21) And though that the temporal officers (to
their own damnation) be negligent in punishing such
disobedience, (as the spiritual officers are to teach it,) and
wink at it, or look on it through the fingers, yet shall they not
escape unpunished. For the vengeance of God shall
accompany them (as thou mayest see Deuteronomy 28) with
all misfortune and evil luck; and shall not depart from them
until they be murdered, drowned, or hanged; either until, by
one mischance or another, they be utterly brought to nought.
Yea, and the world oftentimes hangeth many a man for that
they never deserved: but God hangeth them because they
would not obey, and hearken unto their elders; as the
consciences of many well find, when they come unto the
gallows. There can they preach, and teach other, that which
they themselves would not learn in season.

The marriage also of the children pertaineth unto their
elders; as thou mayest see 1 Corinthians 7 and throughout all
the scripture, by the authority of the said commandment,
Child, obey father and mother. Which thing the heathen and
gentiles have ever kept, and to this day keep, to the great
shame and rebuke of us Christians: inasmuch as the weddings
of our virgins (shame it is to speak it) are more like to the
saute of a bitch than the marrying of a reasonable creature.
See not we daily three or four challenging one woman before
the commissary or official, of which not one hath the consent
of her father and mother? And yet he that hath most money
hath best right, and shall have her in the despite of all her
friends and in defiance of God’s ordinances. Moreover, when
she is given by the judge unto the one party, and also married,
even then ofttimes shall the contrary party sue before a higher
judge, or another that succeedeth the same, and for money
divorce her again. So shamefully doth the covetousness and
ambition of our prelates mock with the laws of God. I pass
over with silence, how many years they will prolong the
sentence with cavillations and subtlety, if they be well monied
on both parties; and if a damsel promise two, how shameful
counsel they will give the second, and also how the religious
of Satan do separate unseparable matrimony. For after thou
art lawfully married at the commandment of father and
mother, and with the consent of all thy friends; yet if thou
wilt be disguised like unto one of them, and swear obedience
unto their traditions, thou mayest disobey father and mother,
break the oath which thou hast sworn to God before his holy
congregation, and withdraw love and charity, the highest of
God’s commandments, and that duty and service which thou
owest unto thy wife; whereof Christ cannot dispense with thee:
for Christ is not against God, but with God; and came not to
break God’s ordinances, but to fulfill them. That is, he came
to overcome thee with kindness; and to make thee to do, of
very love, the thing which the law compelleth thee to do. For
love only, and to do service unto thy neighbor, is the fulfilling
of the law in the sight of God. To be a monk or a friar, thou
mayest thus forsake thy wife before thou hast lain with her,
but not to be a secular priest. And yet, after thou art professed,
the pope for money will dispense with thee, both for thy coat
and all thy obedience, and make a secular priest of thee:
likewise as it is simony to sell a benefice, as they call it, but to
resign upon a pension, and then to redeem the same, is no
simony at all. O crafty jugglers and mockers with the word of
God!

THE OBEDIENCE OF WIVES UNTO THEIR
HUSBANDS.

After that Eve was deceived of the serpent, God said unto
her, Genesis 3 "Thy lust or appetite shall pertain unto thy
husband; and he shall rule thee, or reign over thee." God,
which created the woman, knoweth what is in that weak vessel,
(as Peter calleth her,) and hath therefore put her under the
obedience of her husband, to rule her lusts and wanton
appetites. 1 Peter 3 exhorteth wives to "be in subjection to
their husbands, after the ensample of the holy women which in
old time trusted in God, and as Sara obeyed Abraham and
called him lord." Which Sara, before she was married, was
Abraham’s sister, and equal with him; but, as soon as she was
married, was in subjection, and became without comparison
inferior: for so is the nature of wedlock, by the ordinance of
God. It were much better that our wives followed the
ensample of the holy women of old time in obeying their
husbands, than to worship them with a Paternoster , an Ave
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and a Credo , or to stick up candles before their images. Paul,
Ephesians 5 saith, "Women, submit yourselves to your own
husbands, as to the Lord.

For the husband is the wife’s head, even as Christ is the head
of the congregation. Therefore, as the congregation is in
subjection to Christ, likewise let wives; be in subjection unto
their husbands in all things." "Let the woman, therefore, fear
her husband," as Paul saith in the said place. For her husband
is unto her in the stead of God, that she obey him, and wait on
his commandments; and his commandments are God’s
commandments. If she therefore grudge against him, or resist
him, she grudgeth against God, and resisteth God.

THE OBEDIENCE OF SERVANTS UNTO THEIR
MASTERS.

"Servants, obey your carnal masters with fear and
trembling, in singleness of your hearts, as unto Christ; not
with service in the eye-sight as men-pleasers, but as the
servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, with
good will, even as though ye served the Lord, and not men."
( Ephesians 6) And, 1 Peter "Servants, obey your masters with
all fear, not only if they be good and courteous, but also
though they be froward. For it cometh of grace, if a man for
conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.
For what praise is it, if when ye be buffetted for your faults, ye
take it patiently? But and if when ye do well, ye suffer wrong
and take it patiently, then is there thanks with God.

Hereunto, verily, were ye called. For Christ also suffered for
our sakes, leaving us an ensample to follow his steps."

In whatsoever kind, therefore, thou art a servant, during
the time of thy covenants thy master is unto thee in the stead
and room of God; and God through him feedeth thee,
clotheth thee, ruleth thee, and learneth thee. His
commandments are God’s commandments; and thou oughtest
to obey him as God, and in all things to seek his pleasure and
profit. For thou art his good and possession, as his ox or his
horse; insomuch that whosoever doth but desire thee in his
heart from him, without his love and license, is condemned of
God, which saith, "See thou once covet not thy neighbour’s
servants." ( Exodus 20) Paul the apostle sent home Onesimus
unto his master, as thou readest in the epistle of Paul to
Philemon: insomuch that, though the said Philemon, with his
servant also, was converted by Paul, and owed to Paul, and to
the word that Paul preached, not his servant only but also
himself; yea, and though that Paul was in necessity, and
lacked ministers to minister unto him in the bonds which he
suffered for the gospel’s sake; yet would he not retain the
servant necessary unto the furtherance of the gospel without
the consent of the master.

0 how sore differeth the doctrine of Christ and his, apostles
from the doctrine of the pope and of his apostles! For if any
man will obey neither father nor mother, neither lord nor
master, neither king nor prince, the same needeth but only to
take the mark of the beast, that is, to shave himself a monk, a
friar, or a priest, and is then immediately free and exempted
from all service and obedience due unto man. He that will
obey no man (as they will not) is most acceptable unto them.
The more disobedient that thou art, unto God’s ordinances,
the more apt and meet art thou for theirs. Neither is the
professing, vowing, and swearing obedience unto their
ordinances, any other thing than the defying, denying, and
foreswearing obedience unto the ordinances of God.

THE OBEDIENCE OF SUBJECTS UNTO KINGS,
PRINCES, AND RULERS.

"Let every soul submit himself unto the authority of the
higher powers.

There is no power but of God: the powers that be are
ordained of God.

Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the
ordinance of God.

They that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. For
rulers are not to be feared for good works, but for evil. Wilt
thou be without fear of the power? Do well then, and so shalt
thou be praised of the same; for he is the minister of God for
thy wealth. But and if thou do evil, then fear: for he beareth
not a sword for nought; for he is the minister of God, to take
vengeance on them that do evil. Wherefore ye must needs obey;
not for fear of vengeance only, but also because of conscience.
Even for this cause pay ye tribute: for they are God’s ministers
serving for the same purpose.

Give to every man therefore his duty: tribute to whom
tribute belongeth; custom to whom custom is due; fear to
whom fear belongeth; honour to whom honour pertaineth.
Owe nothing to any man; but to love one another: for he that
loveth another fulfilleth the law. For these commandments,
Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou
shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt
not desire, and so forth, if there be any other commandment,
are all comprehended in this saying, Love thine neighbour as
thyself. Love hurteth not his neighbour: therefore is love the
fulfilling of the law."

As a father over his children is both lord and judge,
forbidding one brother to avenge himself on another, but, if
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any cause of strife be between them, will have it brought unto
himself or his assigns, to be judged and correct; so God
forbiddeth all men to avenge themselves, and taketh the
authority and office of avenging unto himself; saying,
"Vengeance is mine, and I will reward." Deuteronomy 32.
Which text Paul allegeth, Romans 12; for it is impossible that
aman should be a righteous, an egal or an indifferent judge in
his own cause, lusts and appetites so blind us.

Moreover, when thou avengest thyself, thou makest not
peace, but stirrest up more debate.

God therefore hath given laws unto all nations, and in all
lands hath put kings, governors, and rulers in his own stead,
to rule the world through them; and hath commanded all
causes to be brought before them, as thou readest Exodus 22
"In all causes (saith he) of injury or wrong, whether it be ox,
ass, sheep, or vesture, or any lost thing which another
challengeth, let the cause of both parties be brought unto the
gods; whom the gods condemn, the same shall pay double
unto his neighbour." Mark, the judges are called gods in the
scriptures, because they are in God’s room, and execute the
commandments of God. And in another place of the said
chapter Moses chargeth, saying: "See that thou rail not on the
gods, neither speak evil of the ruler of thy people."
Whosoever therefore resisteth them, resisteth God, for they
are in the room of God; and they that resist shall receive the
damnation.

Such obedience unto father and mother, master, husband,
emperor, king, lords and rulers, requireth God of all nations,
yea, of the very Turks and infidels. The blessing and reward of
them that keep them is the life of this world, as thou readest,
"Keep my ordinances and laws; which if a man keep, he shall
live therein." ( Leviticus 18) Which text Paul rehearseth
Romans 10, proving thereby that the righteousness of the law
is but worldly, and the reward thereofis the life of this world:
and the curse of them that breaketh them is the loss of this life;
as thou seest by the punishment appointed for them.

And whosoever keepeth the law (whether it be for fear, for
vain glory, or profit), though no man reward him, yet shall
God bless him abundantly, and send him worldly prosperity;
as thou readest, Deuteronomy 28, what good blessings
accompany the keeping of the law; and as we see the Turks far
exceed us Christian men in worldly prosperity, for their just
keeping of their temporal laws. Likewise, though no man
punish the breakers of the law, yet shall God send his curses
upon them till they be utterly brought to nought, as thou
readest most terribly even in the same place.

Neither may the inferior person avenge himself upon the
superior, or violently resist him, for whatsoever wrong it be.
If he do, he is condemned in the deed-doing; inasmuch as he
taketh upon him that which belongeth to God only, which
saith, "Vengeance is mine, and I will reward." Deuteronomy
32. And Christ saith, Matthew 26 "All they that take the
sword shall perish with the sword." Takest thou a sword to
avenge thyself? So givest thou not room unto God to avenge
thee, but robbest him of his most high honor, in that thou
wilt not let him be judge over thee.

If any man might have avenged himself upon his superior,
that might David most righteously have done upon king Saul,
which so wrongfully persecuted David, even for no other
cause, than that God had anointed him king, and promised
him the kingdom. Yet when God had delivered Saul into the
hands of David, that he might have done what he would with
him; as thou seest in the first book of Kings, the 24th chapter
<112401> , how Saul came into the camp where David was;
and David came to him secretly, and cut off a piece of his
garment; and as soon as he had done it, his heart smote him,
because he had done so much unto his lord: and when his men
encouraged him to slay him, he answered, "The Lord forbid it
me that I should lay mine hand on him;" neither suffered he
his men to hurt him.

When Saul was gone out, David followed him, and shewed
him the piece of his garment, and said, "Why believest thou
the words of men that say, David goeth about to do thee harm?
Perceive and see that there is neither evil nor wickedness in my
hand, and that T have not trespassed against thee, and yet thou
layest await for my life: God judge between thee and me, and
avenge me of thee; but mine hand be not upon thee. As the old
proverb saith (saith David), Out of the wicked shall
wickedness proceed, but mine hand be not upon thee,"
meaning that God ever punisheth one wicked by another. And
again said David, "God be judge, and judge between thee and
me, and behold and plead my cause, and give me judgment or
right of thee."

And in the 26th chapter of the same book, when Saul
persecuted David again, David came to Saul by night, as he
slept and all his men, and took away his spear and a cup of
water from his head. Then said Abishai, David’s servant,
"God hath delivered thee thine enemy into thine hand this day:
let me now therefore nail him to the ground with my spear,
and give him but even one stripe and no more." David forbad
him, saying, "Kill him not; for who (said he) shall lay hands
on the Lord’s anointed, and be not guilty? The Lord liveth,"
or by the Lord’s life (said he), "he dieth not, except the Lord



smite him, or that his day be come to die, or else go to battle,
and there perish."

Why did not David slay Saul, seeing he was so wicked, not
in persecuting David only, but in disobeying God’s
commandments, and in that he had slain eighty-five of God’s
priests wrongfully? Verily, for it was not lawful.

For if he had done it, he must have sinned against God; for
God hath made the king in every realm judge over all, and
over him is there no judge. He that judgeth the king judgeth
God; and he that layeth hands on the king layeth hand on
God; and he that resisteth the king resisteth God, and
damneth God’s law and ordinance. If the subjects sin, they
must be brought to the king’s judgment. If the king sin, he
must be reserved unto the judgment, wrath, and vengeance of
God. And as it is to resist the king, so is it to resist his officer,
which is set, or sent, to execute the king’s commandment.

And in the first chapter of the second book of Kings, David
commanded the young man to be slain, which brought unto
him the crown and bracelet of Saul, and said, to please David
withal, that he himself had slain Saul.

And in the fourth chapter of the same book, David
commanded those two to be slain which brought unto him the
head of Ishbosheth, Saul’s son; by whose means yet the whole
kingdom returned unto David, according unto the promise of
God.

And, Luke 13th, when they shewed Christ of the Galileans,
whose blood Pilate mingled with their own sacrifice, he
answered, "Suppose ye that these Galileans were sinners above
all other Galileans, because they suffered such punishment? I
tell you, nay; but except ye repent, ye shall likewise perish."
This was told Christ, no doubt, of such an intent as they asked
him, "Whether it were lawful to give tribute unto Caesar?"
( Matthew 22) For they thought that it was no sin to resist a
heathen prince: as few of us would think, if we were under the
Turk, that it were sin to rise against him, and to rid ourselves
from under his dominion, so sore have our bishops robbed us
of the true doctrine of Christ. But Christ condemned their
deeds, and also the secret thoughts of all other, that consented
thereunto, saying: "Except ye repent, ye shall likewise
perish." As who should say, I know that ye are within, in your
hearts, such as they were outward in their deeds, and are
under the same damnation: except, therefore, ye repent
betimes, ye shall break out at the last into like deeds, and
likewise perish; as it came afterward to pass.

Hereby seest thou that the king is, in this world, without
law; and may at his lust do right or wrong, and shall give
accounts but to God only.

Another conclusion is this, that no person, neither any
degree, may be exempt from this ordinance of God: neither
can the profession of monks and friars, or any thing that the
pope or bishops can lay for themselves, except them from the
sword of the emperor or kings, if they break the laws. For it is
written, "Let every soul submit himself unto the authority of
the higher powers." Here is no man except; but all souls must
obey. The higher powers are the temporal kings and princes;
unto whom God hath given the sword, to punish whosoever
sinneth. God hath not given them swords to punish one, and
to let another go free, and sin unpunished.

Moreover, with what face durst the spiritualty, which
ought to be the light and an ensample of good living unto all
other, desire to sin unpunished, or to be excepted from tribute,
toll, or custom, that they would not bear pain with their
brethren to the maintenance of kings and others, ordained of
God to punish sin? "There is no power but of God." By power
understand the authority of kings and princes. "The powers
that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth
power, resisteth God:" yea, though he be pope, bishop, monk,
or friar. "They that resist shall receive unto themselves
damnation." Why? For God’s word is against them, which
will have all men under the power of the temporal sword: for
"rulers are not to be feared for good works, but for evil."
Hereby seest thou that they that resist the powers, or seek to
be exempt from their authority, have evil consciences; and
seek liberty to sin unpunished, and to be free from bearing
pain with their brethren. "Wilt thou be without fear of the
power? So do well, and thou shalt have laud of the same,"
that is to say, of the ruler. With good living ought the
spiritualty to rid themselves from fear of the temporal sword;
and not with craft, and with blinding the kings, and bringing
the vengeance of God upon them, and in purchasing license to
sin unpunished. "For he is the minister of God for thy
wealth:" to defend thee from a thousand inconveniences, from
thieves, murderers, and them that would defile thy wife, thy
daughter, and take from thee all that thou hast, yea, life and
all, if thou didst resist. Furthermore, though he be the
greatest tyrant in the world, yet is he unto thee a great benefit
of God, and a thing wherefore thou oughtest to thank God
highly. For it is better to have somewhat, than to be clean
stript out of all together. It is better to pay the tenth than to
lose all. It is better to suffer one tyrant than many, and to
suffer wrong of one than of every man. Yea, and it is better to
have a tyrant unto thy king than a shadow; a passive king that
doth nought himself, but suffereth others to do with him what
they will, and to lead him whither they list. For a tyrant,
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though he do wrong unto the good, yet he punisheth the evil,
and maketh all men obey, neither suffereth any man to poll
but himself only. A king that is soft as silk, and effeminate,
that is to say, turned into the nature of a woman, — what
with his own lusts, which are as the longing of a woman with
child, so that he cannot resist them, and what with the wily
tyranny of them that ever rule him, — shall be much more
grievous unto the realm than a right tyrant. Read the
chronicles, and thou shalt find it ever so. "But and if thou do
evil, then fear; for he beareth not a sword for nought: for he is
the minister of God, to take vengeance on them that do evil."
If the office of princes, given them of God, be to take
vengeance of evil doers; then, by this text and God’s word, are
all princes damned, even as many as give liberty or license
unto the spiritualty to sin unpunished; and not only to sin
unpunished themselves, but also to open sanctuaries,
privileged places, churchyards, St. John’s hold; yea, and if
they come too short unto all these, yet to set forth a neck-
verse to save all manner trespassers from the fear of the sword
of the vengeance of God, put in the hands of princes to take
vengeance on all such. GOD requireth the law to be kept of all
men, let them keep it for whatsoever purpose they will. Will
they not keep the law? So vouchsafeth he not that they enjoy
this temporal life. Now are there three natures of men: one
altogether beastly; which in no wise receive the law in their
hearts, but rise against princes and rulers, whensoever they
are able to make their party good. These are signified by them
that worshipped the golden calf: for Moses brake the tables of
the law, ere he came at them.

The second are not so beastly, but receive the law; and unto
them the law cometh; but they look not Moses in the face: for
his countenance is too bright for them; that is, they
understand not that the law is spiritual, and requireth the
heart. They look on the pleasure, profit, and promotion that
followeth the keeping of the law, and in respect of the reward
keep they the law outwardly with works, but not in the heart.
For if they might obtain like honor, glory, promotion and
dignity, and also avoid all inconveniences, if they broke the
law, so would they also break the law, and follow their lusts.

The third are spiritual, and look Moses in the open face;
and are, as Paul saith, the second to the Romans, "a law unto
themselves;" and have the law written in their hearts by the
Spirit of God. These need neither of king nor officers to drive
them, neither that any man proffer them any reward for to
keep the law; for they do it naturally.

The first work for fear of the sword only: the second for
reward: the third work for love freely. They look on the
exceeding mercy, love, and kindness, which God hath showed
them in Christ; and therefore love again, and work freely.
Heaven they take of the free gift of God, through Christ’s
descryings; and hope, without all manner doubting, that God,
according to his promise, will in this world also defend them,
and do all things for them, of his goodness, and for Christ’s
sake, and not for any goodness that is in them. They consent
unto the law, that it is holy and just; and that all men ought
to do whatsoever God commandeth, for no other cause but
because God commandeth it. And their great sorrow is,
because that there is no strength in their members to do that
which their heart lusteth to do, and is athirst to do.

These of the last sort keep the law of their own accord, and
that in the heart; and have professed perpetual war against the
lusts and appetites of the flesh, till they be utterly subdued:
yet not through their own strength, but, knowing and
knowledging their weakness, cry ever for strength to God,
which hath promised assistance unto all that call upon him.
These follow God, and are led of his Spirit. The other two are
led of lusts and appetites.

Lusts and appetites are divers and many, and that in one
man; yea, and one lust contrary to another, and the greatest
lust carrieth a man altogether away with him. We are also
changed from one lust to another: otherwise are we disposed,
when we are children; otherwise when we are young men; and
otherwise when we are old; otherwise over even, and
otherwise in the morning: yea, sometimes altered six times in
an hour. How fortuneth all this? Because that the will of man
followeth the wit, and is subject unto the wit; and as the wit
erreth, so does the will; and as the wit is in captivity, so is the
will; neither is it possible that the will should be free, where
the wit is in bondage.

That thou mayest perceive and feel the thing in thine heart,
and not be a vain sophister, disputing about words without
perceiving; mark this. The root of all evil, the greatest
damnation and most terrible wrath and vengeance of God
that we are in, is natural blindness. We are all out of the right
way, every man his ways: one judgeth this best, and another
that to be best. Now is worldly wit nothing else but craft and
subtlety, to obtain that which we judge falsely to be best. As I
err in my wit, so err I in my will.

When I judge that to be evil which indeed is good, then hate
I that which is good. And when I suppose that good which is
evil indeed, then love I evil.

As, if T be persuaded, and borne in hand, that my most
friend is mine enemy, then hate I my best friend: and if I be
brought in belief that my most enemy is my friend, then love I
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my most enemy. Now when we say, every man hath his free
will, to do what him lusteth, T say, verily, that men do what
they lust. Notwithstanding, to follow lusts is not freedom,
but captivity and bondage. If God open any man’s wits, to
make him feel in his heart that lusts and appetites are
damnable, and give him power to hate and resist them; then is
he free, even with the freedom wherewith Christ maketh free,
and hath power to do the will of God.

Thou mayest hereby perceive, that all that is done in the
world before the Spirit of God come, and giveth us light, is
damnable sin; and the more glorious, the more damnable; so
that that which the world counteth most glorious is more
damnable, in the sight of God, than that which the whore, the
thief, and the murderer do. With blind reasons of worldly
wisdom mayest thou change the minds of youth, and make
them give themselves to what thou wilt, either for fear, for
praise, or for profit; and yet dost but change them from one
vice to another: as the persuasions of her friends made Lucrece
chaste. Lucrece believed if she were a good housewife and
chaste, that she should be most glorious; and that all the
world would give her honor, and praise her. She sought her
own glory in her chastity, and not God’s. When she had lost
her chastity, then counted she herself most abominable in the
sight of all men; and for very pain and thought which she had,
not that she had displeased God, but that she had lost her
honor, slew herself. Look how great her pain and sorrow was
for the loss of her chastity, so great was her glory and
rejoicing therein, and so much despised she them that were
otherwise, and pitied them not: which pride God more
abhorreth than the whoredom of any whore. Of like pride are
all the moral virtues of Aristotle, Plato, and Socrates, and all
the doctrine of the philosophers, the very gods of our school-
men.

In like manner is it for the most part of our most holy
religions. For they of like imagination do things which they
of Bedlam may see that they are but madness. They look on
the miracles which God did by the saints, to move the
unbelieving unto the faith, and to confirm the truth of his
promises in Christ, whereby all that believe are made saints; as
thou seest in the last chapter of Mark. "They preached," saith
he, "every where, the Lord working with them, and
confirming their preaching with miracles that followed." And
in the fourth of the Acts the disciples prayed that God would
stretch forth his hands, to do miracles and wonders in the
name of Jesus. And Paul 1 Corinthians 14 saith, that the
miracle of speaking with divers tongues is but a sign for
unbelievers, and not for them that believe. These miracles turn
they to another purpose, saying in their blind hearts, See
what miracles God hath shewed for this saint; he must be
verily great with God! — and at once turn themselves from
God’s word, and put their trust and confidence in the saint
and his merits; and make an advocate, or rather a god of the
saint; and of their blind imagination make a testament, or
bond, between the saint and them, the testament of Christ’s
blood clean forgotten. They look on the saints” garments and
lives, or rather lies which men lie on the saints, and this-wise
imagine in their hearts, saying: The saint for wearing such a
garment, and for such deeds, is become so glorious in heaven.
If T do likewise, so shall I be also. They see not the faith and
trust which the saints had in Christ, neither the word of God
which the saints preached; neither the intent of the saints,
how that the saints did such things to tame their bodies, and
to be an ensample to the world, and to teach that such things
are to be despised which the world most wondereth at and
magnifieth. They see not also that some lands are so hot that a
man can neither drink wine nor eat flesh therein; neither
consider they the complexion of the saints; and a thousand
like things see they not. So when they have killed their bodies,
and brought them in that case that scarce with any restorative
they can recover their health again, yet had they lever die than
to eat flesh. Why? for they think, I have now this twenty,
thirty, or forty years eaten no flesh; and have obtained, I
doubt not, by this time as high a room as the best of them:
should T now lose that? nay, I had lever die. And as Lucretia
had lever have been slain, if he had not been too strong for her,
than to have lost her glory, even so had these. They ascribe
heaven unto their imaginations and mad inventions; and
receive it not of the liberality of God, by the merits and
descryings of Christ.

He now that is renewed in Christ, keepeth the law without
any law written, or compulsion of any ruler or officer, save by
the leading of the Spirit only.

But the natural man is enticed and moved to keep the law
carnally, with carnal reasons and worldly persuasions, as for
glory, honor, riches, and dignity. But the last remedy of all,
when all other fail, is fear. Beat one, and the rest will abstain
for fear: as Moses ever putteth in remembrance, saying, Kill,
stone, burn; so shall thou put evil from thee, and all Israel
shall hear and fear, and shall no more do so. If fear help not,
then will God that they be taken out of this life.

Kings were ordained then, as I before said, and the sword
put in their hands, to take vengeance of evil-doers, that other
might fear: and were not ordained to fight one against
another, or to rise against the emperor to defend the false



authority of the pope, that very antichrist. Bishops, they only
can minister the temporal sword; their office, the preaching of
God’s word, laid apart, which they will neither do, nor suffer
any man to do, but slay with the temporal sword, which they
have gotten out of the hand of all princes, them that would.
The preaching of God’s word is hateful and contrary unto
them. Why? For it is impossible to preach Christ, except thou
preach against antichrist; that is to say, them which with their
false doctrine and violence of sword enforce to quench the true
doctrine of Christ. And as thou canst heal no disease, except
thou begin at the root; even so canst thou preach against no
mischief, except thou begin at the bishops. Kings, they are but
shadows; vain names and things idle, having nothing to do in
the world, but when our holy father needeth their help.

The pope, contrary unto all conscience and against all the
doctrine of Christ, which saith, "My kingdom is not of this
world," (John 18) hath usurped the right of the emperor; and
by policy of the bishops of Almany, and with corrupting the
electors, or choosers of the emperor with money, bringeth to
pass that such a one is ever chosen emperor that is not able to
make his party good with the pope. To stop the emperor that
he come not at Rome, he bringeth the French king up to
Milan; and on the other side bringeth he the Venetians. If the
Venetians come too nigh, the bishops of France must bring in
the French king. And the Socheners are called and sent for to
come and succor. And for their labor he giveth to some a rose;
to another a cap of maintenance. One is called Most Christian
King; another, Defender of the faith; another, The eldest son
of the most holy seat. He blaseth also the arms of other; and
putteth in the holy cross, the crown of thorn, or the nails, and
so forth. If the French king go too high, and creep up either
to Bononia or Naples; then must our English bishops bring in
our king. The craft of the bishops is to entitle one king with
another’s realm. He is called king of Denmark and of England;
he, king of England and of France, Then, to blind the lords
and the commons, the king must challenge his right. Then
must the land be taxed and every man pay, and the treasure
borne out of the realm, and the land beggared. How many a
thousand men’s lives hath it cost! And how many a hundred
thousand pounds hath it carried out of the realm in our
remembrance! Besides, how abominable an example of
gathering was there! such verily as never tyrant since the
world began did, yea, such as was never before heard or
thought on, neither among Jews, Saracens, Turks, or heathen,
since God created the sun to shine; that a beast should break
up into the temple of God, that is to say, into the heart and
consciences of men, and compel them to swear every man what
he was worth, to lend that should never be paid again. How
many thousands forsware themselves! How many thousands
set themselves above their ability, partly for fear lest they
should be forsworn, and partly to save their credence! When
the pope hath his purpose, then is peace made, no man
wotteth how; and our most enemy is our most friend.

Now because the emperor is able to obtain his right, French,
English, Venetians and all must upon him. O great whore of
Babylon, how abuseth she the princes of the world! how
drunk hath she made them with her wine! How shameful
licenses doth she give them, to use necromancy, to hold
whores, to divorce themselves, to break the faith and promises
that one maketh with another; that the confessors shall
deliver unto the king the confession of whom he will, and
dispenseth with them even of the very law of God; which
Christ himself cannot do!

AGAINST THE POPE’S FALSE POWER.

Matthew 26, Christ saith unto Peter, "Put up thy sword
into his sheath; for all that lay hand upon the sword shall
perish with the sword:" that is, whosoever without the
commandment of the temporal officer, to whom God hath
given the sword, layeth hand on the sword to take vengeance,
the same deserveth death in the deed-doing. God did not put
Peter only under the temporal sword, but also Christ himself;
as it appeareth in the fourth chapter to the Galatians. And
Christ saith, Matthew 3 "Thus becometh it us to fulfill all
righteousness," that is to say, all ordinances of God. If the
head be then under the temporal sword, how can the members
be excepted? If Peter sinned in defending Christ against the
temporal sword, (whose authority and ministers the bishops
then abused against Christ, as ours do now,) who can excuse
our prelates of sin, which will obey no man, neither king nor
emperor? Yea, who can excuse from sin either the kings that
give, either the bishops that receive such exemptions, contrary
to God’s ordinances and Christ’s doctrine?

And, Matthew 27th, both Christ and also Peter pay tribute;
where the meaning of Christ’s question unto Peter is, if
princes take tribute of strangers only and not of their children,
then verily ought I to be free, which am the Son of God,
whose servants and ministers they are, and of whom they have
their authority. Yet because they neither knew that, neither
Christ came to use that authority, but to be our servant, and
to bear our burden, and to obey all ordinances, both in right
and wrong, for our sakes, and to teach us; therefore said he to
St Peter, "Pay for thee and me, lest we offend them."
Moreover, though that Christ and Peter, because they were
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poor, might have escaped, yet would he not, for fear of
offending other and hurting their consciences. For he might
well have given occasion unto the tribute-gatherers to have
judged amiss both of him and his doctrine; yea, and the Jews
might happily have been offended thereby, and have thought
that it had not been lawful for them to have paid tribute unto
heathen princes and idolaters, seeing that he, so great a
prophet, paid not. Yea, and what other thing causeth the lay
so little to regard their princes, as that they see them both
despised and disobeyed of the spiritualty? But our prelates,
which care for none offending of consciences, and less for
God’s ordinances, will pay nought. But when princes must
fight in our most holy father’s quarrel, and against Christ,
then are they the first. There also is none so poor, that then
hath not somewhat to give.

Mark here, how past all shame our school-doctors are, (as
Rochester is in his sermon against Martin Luther, ) which of
this text of Matthew dispute that Peter, because he paid
tribute, is greater than the other apostles, and hath more
authority and power than they, and was head unto them all:
contrary unto so many clear texts, where Christ rebuketh
them, saying, That is a heathenish thing that one should climb
above another, or desire to be greater. To be great in the
kingdom of heaven is to be a servant; and he that most
humbleth himself, and becometh a servant to other, (after the
ensample of Christ, I mean, and his apostles, and not of the
pope and his apostles, our cardinals and bishops,) the same is
greatest in that kingdom. If Peter in paying tribute became
greatest, how cometh it that they will pay none at all? But to
pay tribute is a sign of subjection verily; and the cause, why
Christ paid, was because he had a household, and for the same
cause paid Peter also: for he had a house, a ship and nets, as
thou readest in the gospel.

But let us go to Paul again. "Wherefore ye must needs obey,
not for fear of vengeance only, but also because of
conscience." That is, though thou be so naughty, as now many
years our pope and prelates every where are, that thou needest
not to obey the temporal sword for fear of vengeance; yet
must thou obey because of conscience. First, because of thine
own conscience. For though thou be able to resist, yet shalt
thou never have a good conscience, as long as God’s word,
law, and ordinance are against thee. Secondarily, for thy
neighbor’s conscience. For though through craft and violence
thou mightest escape, and obtain liberty or privilege to be
free from all manner duties; yet oughtest thou neither to sue
or to seek for any such thing, neither yet admit or accept, if it
were proffered, lest thy freedom make thy weak brother to
grudge and rebel, in that he seeth thee go empty, and he
himself more laden, thy part also laid on his shoulders.

Seest thou not, if a man favor one son more than another,
or one servant more than another, how all the rest grudge;
and how love, peace, and unity is broken? What christianly
love is in thee to thy neighbor-ward, when thou canst find in
thy heart to go up and down empty by him all day long, and
see him over-charged, yea, to fall under his burden, and yet
will not once set to thine hand to help him? What good
conscience can there be among our spiritualty, to gather so
great treasure together, and with hypocrisy of their false
learning to rob almost every man of house and lands; and yet
not therewith content, but with all craft and wiliness to
purchase so great liberties, and exemptions from all manner
bearing with their brethren, seeking in Christ nothing but
lucre? I pass over with silence how they teach princes in every
land to lade new exactions and tyranny on their subjects, more
and more daily; neither for what purpose they do it, say I.
God, I trust, shall shortly disclose their juggling, and bring
their falsehood to light; and lay a medicine to them, to make
their scabs break out. Nevertheless this I say, that they have
robbed all realms, not of God’s word only, but also of all
wealth and prosperity; and have driven peace out of all lands,
and withdrawn themselves from all obedience to princes, and
have separated themselves from the lay-men, counting them
viler than dogs; and have set up that great idol, the whore of
Babylon, antichrist of Rome, whom they call pope; and have
conspired against all common-wealths, and have made them a
several kingdom, wherein it is lawful, unpunished, to work all
abomination. In every parish have they spies, and in every
great man’s house, and in every tavern and alehouse. And
through confessions know they all secrets, so that no man may
open his mouth to rebuke whatsoever they do, but that he
shall be shortly made a heretic. In all councils is one of them;
yea, the most part and chief rulers of the councils are of them:
but of their council is no man. "Even for this cause pay ye
tribute," that is to wit, for conscience’ sake to thy neighbor,
and for the cause that followeth: "For they are God’s
ministers, serving for the same purpose.” Because God will so
have it, we must obey. We do not look (if we have Christ’s
Spirit in us) what is good, profitable, glorious and honorable
for us; neither on our own will, but on God’s will only. "Give
to every man therefore his duty; tribute to whom tribute
belongeth; custom to whom custom is due; fear to whom fear
belongeth; honour to whom honour pertaineth."

That thou mightest feel the working of the Spirit of God in
thee, and lest the beauty of the deed should deceive thee, and
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make thee think that the law of God, which is spiritual, were
content and fulfilled with the outward and bodily deed, it
followeth: "Owe nothing to any man, but to love one another:
for he that loveth another fulfilleth the law. For these
commandments, Thou shalt not commit adultery, thou shalt
not kill, thou shalt not steal, thou shalt not bear false witness,
thou shalt not desire, and so forth, if there be any other
commandment, are all comprehended or contained in this
saying, Love thy neighbour: therefore is love the fulfilling of
the law." Here hast thou sufficient against all the sophisters,
work-holy, and justifiers, in the world; which so magnify
their deeds. The law is spiritual, and requireth the heart; and
is never fulfilled with the deed, in the sight of God. With the
deed thou fulfillest the law before the world, and livest
thereby; that is, thou enjoyest this present life, and avoidest
the wrath and vengeance, the death and punishment, which
the law threateneth to them that break it. But before God
thou keepest the law if thou love only.

Now what shall make us love? Verily, that shall faith do. If
thou behold how much God loveth thee in Christ, and from
what vengeance he hath delivered thee for his sake, and of
what kingdom he hath made thee heir; then shalt thou see
cause enough to love thy very enemy without respect of
reward, either in this life or in the life to come, but because
that God will so have it, and Christ hath deserved it: yet thou
shouldest feel in thine heart that all thy deeds to come are
abundantly recompensed already in Christ.

Thou wilt say haply, If love fulfill the law, then it justifieth.
I say that that wherewith a man fulfilleth the law declareth
him justified; but that which giveth him wherewith to fulfill
the law, justifieth him. By justifying, understand the
forgiveness of sins and the favor of God. Now saith the text,
Romans 10 "The end of the law," or the cause wherefore the
law was made, "is Christ, to justify all that believe:" that is,
the law is given to utter sin, to kill the consciences, to damn
our deeds, to bring to repentance, and to drive unto Christ; in
whom God hath promised his favor, and forgiveness of sin,
unto all that repent and consent to the law that it is good. If
thou believe the promises, then doth God’s truth justify thee,
that is, forgiveth thee, and receiveth thee to favor, for Christ’s
sake. In a surety whereof, and to certify thine heart, he sealeth
thee with the Spirit. Ephesians 1 and Ephesians 4. And ( 2
Corinthians 5) saith Paul, "Which gave us his Spirit in
earnest." Now the Spirit is given us through Christ. Read the
8th chapter of the epistle to the Romans, and Galatians 3 and
2 Corinthians 3. Nevertheless the Spirit, and his fruits,
wherewith the heart is purified, as faith, hope, love, patience,
longsuffering, and obedience, could never be seen without
outward experience.

For if thou were not brought sometime into cumbrance,
whence God only could deliver thee, thou shouldest never see
thy faith; yea, except thou foughtest sometime against
desperation, hell, death, sin, and powers of this world, for thy
faith’s sake, thou shouldest never know true faith from a
dream. Except thy brother now and then offended thee, thou
couldest not know whether thy love were godly. For a Turk is
not angry, till he be hurt and offended. But if thou love him
that doth thee evil, then is thy love of God. Likewise if thy
rulers were alway kind, thou shouldest not know whether
thine obedience were pure or no; but and if thou canst
patiently obey evil rulers in all thing that is not to the
dishonor of God, and when thou hurtest not thy neighbors,
then art thou sure that God’s Spirit worketh in thee, and that
thy faith is no dream, nor any false imagination.

Therefore counselleth Paul, "Recompense to no man evil.
And on your part have peace with all men. Dearly beloved,
avenge not yourselves, but give room unto the wrath of God:
for it is written, Vengeance is mine, and I will reward, saith
the Lord. Therefore, if thy enemy hunger, feed him; if he
thirst, give him drink: for in so doing, thou shalt heap coals
of fire on his head," that is, thou shalt kindle love in him. "Be
not overcome of evil;" ( Romans 12) that is, let not another
man’s wickedness make thee wicked also. "But overcome evil
with good;" that is, with softness, kindness, and all patience
win him; even as God with kindness won thee.

The law was given in thunder, lightning, fire, smoke, and
the noise of a trumpet and terrible sight; so that the people
quaked for fear, and stood afar off, saying to Moses, "Speak
thou to us, and we will hear: let not the Lord speak unto us,
lest we die." No ear, if it be awaked and understandeth the
meaning, is able to abide the voice of the law, except the
promises of mercy be by. That thunder, except the rain of
mercy be joined with it, destroyeth all, and buildeth not. The
law is a witness against us, and testifieth that God abhorreth
the sins that are in us, and us for our sins’ sake.

In like manner, when God gave the people of Israel a king,
it thundered and rained, that the people feared so sore, that
they cried to Samuel for to pray for them that they should not
die. As the law is a terrible thing, even so is the king: for he is
ordained to take vengeance, and hath a sword in his hand,
and not peacocks’ feathers. Fear him, therefore, and look on
him as thou wouldest look on a sharp sword that hanged over
thy head by a hair.



Heads and governors are ordained of God, and are even the
gift of God, whether they be good or bad. And whatsoever is
done to us by them, that doth God, be it good or bad. If they
be evil, why are they evil? Verily, for our wickedness’ sake are
they evil; because that when they were good, we would not
receive that goodness of the hand of God, and be thankful,
submitting ourselves unto his laws and ordinances; but abused
the goodness of God unto our sensual and beastly lusts.
Therefore doth God make his scourge of them, and turn them
to wild beasts, contrary to the nature of their names and
offices, even into lions, bears, foxes, and unclean swine, to
avenge himself of our unnatural and blind unkindness, and of
our rebellious disobedience.

In the 107th Psalm thou readest, "He destroyed the rivers,
and dried up the springs of water, and turned the fruitful land
into barrenness, for the wickedness of the inhabiters therein."
When the children of Israel had forgotten God in Egypt, God
moved the hearts of the Egyptians to hate them, and to
subdue them with craft and wiliness. <19A401> Psalm 104.
And Deuteronomy 3 Moses rehearseth, saying, "God was
angry with me for your sakes." So that the wrath of God fell
on Moses for the wickedness of the people. And in the second
chapter of the second book of Kings, God was angry with the
people, and moved David to number them; when Joab and the
other lords wondered why he would have them numbered; and,
because they feared lest some evil should follow, dissuaded the
king; yet it holp not. God so hardened his heart in his purpose,
to have an occasion to slay the wicked people. Evil rulers then
are a sign that God is angry and wroth with us. Is it not a
great wrath and vengeance, that the father and mother should
hate their children, even their flesh and their blood? or that
an husband should be unkind unto his wife, or a master unto
the servant that waiteth on his profit? or that lords and kings
should be tyrants unto their subjects and tenants, which pay
them tribute, toll, custom, and rent, laboring and toiling to
find them in honor, and to maintain them in their estate? Is
not this a fearful judgment of God, and a cruel wrath, that the
very prelates and shepherds of our souls, which were wont to
feed Christ’s flock with Christ’s doctrine, and to walk before
them in living thereafter, and to give their lives for them, to
their ensample and edifying, and to strengthen their weak
faiths, are now so sore changed, that if they smell that one of
their flock (as they now call them, and no longer Christ’s) do
but once long or desire for the true knowledge of Christ, they
will slay him, burning him with fire most cruelly? What is the
cause of this; and that they also teach false doctrine,
confirming it with lies? Verily, it is the hand of God, to
avenge the wickedness of them that have no love nor lust unto
the truth of God, when it is preached, but rejoice in
unrighteousness. As thou mayest see in the second epistle of
Paul to the Thessalonians, where he speaketh of the coming of
antichrist: "Whose coming shall be," saith he, "by the
working of Satan, with all miracles, signs and wonders, which
are but lies, and in all deceivable unrighteousness among them
that perish, because they received not any love to the truth to
have been saved. Therefore shall God send them strong
delusion, to believe lies." Mark how God, to avenge his truth,
sendeth to the unthankful false doctrine and false miracles, to
confirm them, and to harden their hearts in the false way, that
afterward it shall not be possible for them to admit the truth:
as thou seest in Exodus 7 and Exodus 8, how God suffered
false miracles to be showed in the sight of Pharaoh, to harden
his heart, that he should not believe the truth; inasmuch as his
sorcerers turned their rods into serpents, and turned water
into blood, and made frogs by their enchantment: so thought
he that Moses did all his miracles by the same craft, and not by
the power of God, and abode therefore in unbelief, and
perished in resisting God.

Let us receive all things of God, whether it be good or bad:
let us humble ourselves under his mighty hand, and submit
ourselves unto his nurture and chastising, and not withdraw
ourselves from his correction. Read Hebrews 12 for thy
comfort; and let us not take the staff by the end, or seek to
avenge ourselves on his rod, which is the evil rulers. The child,
as long as he seeketh to avenge himself upon the rod, hath an
evil heart; for he thinketh not that the correction is right, or
that he hath deserved it, neither repenteth, but rejoiceth in his
wickedness: and so long shall he never be without a rod: yea,
so long shall the rod be made sharper and sharper. If he
knowledge his fault and take the correction meekly, and even
kiss the rod, and amend himself with the learning and nurture
of his father and mother, then is the rod taken away and burnt.

So, if we resist evil rulers, seeking to set ourselves at liberty,
we shall, no doubt, bring ourselves into more evil bondage,
and wrap ourselves in much more misery and wretchedness.
For if the heads overcome, then lay they more weight on their
backs, and make their yoke sorer, and tie them shorter. If they
overcome their evil rulers, then make they way for a more
cruel nation, or for some tyrant of their own nation, which
hath no right unto the crown. If we submit ourselves unto the
chastising of God, and meekly knowledge our sins for which
we are scourged, and kiss the rod, and amend our living; then
will God take the rod away, that is, he will give the rulers a
better heart. Or if they continue their malice and persecute
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you for well-doing, and because ye put your trust in God,
then will God deliver you out of their tyranny for his truth’s
sake. It is the same God now that was in the old time, and
delivered the fathers and the prophets, the apostles, and other
holy saints. And whatsoever he sware to them he hath sworn
to us. And as he delivered them out of all temptation,
cumbrance, and adversity, because they consented and
submitted themselves unto his will, and trusted in his
goodness and truth; even so will he do to us, if we do likewise.

Whensoever the children of Israel fell from the way which
God commanded them to walk in, he gave them up under one
tyrant or another.

As soon as they came to the knowledge of themselves, and
repented, crying for mercy, and leaning unto the truth of his
promises, he sent one to deliver them, as the histories of the
bible make mention.

A christian man, in respect of God, is but a passive thing; a
thing that suffereth only, and doth nought; as the sick, in
respect of the surgeon or physician, doth but suffer only. The
surgeon lanceth and cutteth out the dead flesh, searcheth the
wounds, thrusteth in tents, seareth, burneth, seweth or
stitcheth, and layeth to caustics, to draw out the corruption;
and, last of all, layeth to healing plaisters, and maketh it
whole. The physician likewise giveth purgations and drinks to
drive out the disease, and then with restoratives bringeth
health. Now if the sick resist the razor, the searching iron,
and so forth, doth he not resist his own health, and is cause of
his own death? So likewise is it of us, if we resist evil rulers,
which are the rod and scourge wherewith God chastiseth us;
the instruments wherewith God searcheth our wounds; and
bitter drinks to drive out the sin and to make it appear, and
caustics to draw out by the roots the core of the pocks of the
soul that fretteth inward. A christian man, therefore,
receiveth all things of the hand of God, both good and bad,
both sweet and sour, both wealth and woe. If any person do
me good, whether it be father, mother, and so forth, that
receive I of God, and to God give thanks: for he gave
wherewith, and gave a commandment, and moved his heart so
to do.

Adversity also receive I of the hand of God, as a wholesome
medicine, though it be somewhat bitter. Temptation and
adversity do both kill sin, and also utter it. For though a
christian man knoweth every thing how to live, yet is the flesh
so weak, that he can never take up his cross himself, to kill
and mortify the flesh: he must have another to lay it on his
back. In many also sin lieth hid within, and festereth and
rotteth inward, and is not seen; so that they think how they
are good and perfect, and keep the law: as the young man,
Matthew 19 said, he had observed all of a child; and yet lied
falsely in his heart, as the text following well declareth. When
all is at peace, and no man troubleth us, we think that we are
patient and love our neighbors as ourselves; but let our
neighbor hurt us in word or deed, and then find we it
otherwise. Then fume we, and rage, and set up the bristles,
and bend ourselves to take vengeance. If we loved with godly
love, for Christ’s kindness’ sake, we should desire no
vengeance; but pity him, and desire God to forgive and amend
him, knowing well that no flesh can do otherwise than sin,
except that God preserve him. Thou wilt say, What good doth
such persecution and tyranny unto the righteous? First, it
maketh them feel the working of God’s Spirit in them, and
that their faith is unfeigned. Secondarily, I say that no man is
so great a sinner, if he repent and believe, but that he is
righteous in Christ and in the promises: yet if thou look on
the flesh, and unto the law, there is no man so perfect that is
not found a sinner; nor any man so pure that hath not
somewhat to be yet purged. This shall suffice at this time as
concerning obedience.

Because that God excludeth no degree from his mercy; but
whosoever repenteth, and believeth his promises, (of
whatsoever degree he be of,) the same shall be partaker of his
grace; therefore, as I have described the obedience of them
that are under power and rule, even so will I, with God’s help,
(as my duty is,) declare how the rulers, which God shall
vouchsafe to call unto the knowledge of the truth, ought to
rule.

THE OFFICE OF A FATHER, AND HOW HE SHOULD
RULE.

"Fathers, move not your children unto wrath, but bring
them up in the nurture and information of the Lord."
( Ephesians 6) and ( Colossians 3) "Fathers, rate not your
children, lest they be of desperate mind;" that is, lest you
discourage them. For where the fathers and mothers are
wayward, hasty and churlish, ever brawling and chiding,
there are the children anon discouraged and heartless, and apt
for nothing; neither can they do any thing aright. "Bring
them up in the nurture and information of the Lord." Teach
them to know Christ, and set God’s ordinance before them,
saying, ‘Son, or daughter, God hath created thee and made
thee, through us thy father and mother; and at his
commandment have we so long thus kindly brought thee up,
and kept thee from all perils: he hath commanded thee also to
obey us, saying, Child, obey thy father and mother. If thou
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meekly obey, so shalt thou grow both in the favor of God and
man, and knowledge of our Lord Christ. If thou wilt not obey
us at his commandment, then are we charged to correct thee;
yea, and if thou repent not, and amend thyself, God shall slay
thee by his officers, or punish thee everlastingly.” Nurture
them not worldly, and with worldly wisdom, saying, ‘Thou
shalt come to honor, dignity, promotion, and riches; thou
shalt be better than such and such; thou shalt have three or
four benefices, and be a great doctor or a bishop, and have so
many men waiting on thee, and do nothing but hawk and
hunt, and live at pleasure; thou shalt not need to sweat, to
labor, or to take any pain for thy living,” and so forth; filling
them full of pride, disdain, and ambition, and corrupting
their minds with worldly persuasions. Let the fathers and
mothers mark how they themselves were disposed at all ages;
and by experience of their own infirmities help their children,
and keep them from occasions. Let them teach their children
to ask marriages of their fathers and mothers. And let their
elders provide marriages for them in season; teaching them
also to know, that she is not his wife whom the son taketh,
nor he her husband which the daughter taketh, without the
consent and good-will of their elders, or them that have
authority over them. If their friends will not marry them, then
are they not to blame if they marry themselves. Let not the
fathers and mothers always take the utmost of their authority
of their children; but at a time suffer with them, and bear
their weaknesses, as Christ doth ours. Seek Christ in your
children, in your wives, servants, and subjects. Father, mother,
son, daughter, master, servant, king, and subject, be names in
the worldly regiment. In Christ we are all one thing; none
better than another, all brethren; and all must seek Christ,
and our brother’s profit in Christ.

And he that hath the knowledge, whether he be the lord or
king, is bound to submit himself, and serve his brethren, and
to give himself for them, to win them to Christ.

THE OFFICE OF A HUSBAND, AND HOW HE OUGHT
TORULE.

"Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the
congregation, and gave himself for it, to sanctify it and
cleanse it. Men ought to love their wives as their own bodies.
For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall
continue with his wife, and shall be made both one flesh. See
that every one of you love his wife even as his own body."
( Ephesians 5) All this saith Paul, And he saith, "Husbands,
love your wives, and be not bitter unto them."

And Peter, in the third chapter of his first epistle, saith,
"Men, dwell with your wives according to knowledge," (that
is, according to the doctrine of Christ,) "giving reverence
unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel," (that is, help her to
bear her infirmities;) "and as unto them that are heirs also of
the grace of life, that your prayers be not let." In many things
God hath made the men stronger than the women; not to rage
upon them, and to be tyrants unto them, but to help them,
but to bear their weakness. Be courteous therefore unto them,
and win them unto Christ, and overcome them with kindness,
that of love they may obey the ordinance that God hath made
between man and wife.

THE OFFICE OF A MASTER, AND HOW HE OUGHT
TORULE.

Paul ( Ephesians 5) saith: "Ye masters, do even the same
things to them," (that is, be masters after the ensample and
doctrine of Christ, as he before taught the servants to obey to
their masters as to Christ,) "putting away threatenings," that
is, give them fair words, and exhort them kindly to do their
duty; yea, nurture them as thy own sons with the Lord’s
nurture, that they may see in Christ a cause why they ought
lovingly to obey: and "remember (saith he) that your master
also is in heaven; neither is there any respect of persons with
him;" that is, he is indifferent and not partial: as great in his
sight is a servant as a master. And in the 4th chapter to the
Colossians saith he: "Ye masters, do unto your servants that
which is just and equal, remembering that ye also have a
master in heaven." Give your servants kind words, food,
raiment, and learning. Be not bitter unto them, rail not on
them, give them no cruel countenance: but according to the
ensample and doctrine of Christ, deal with them. And when
they labor sore, cherish them again. When ye correct them, let
God’s word be by; and do it with such good manner, that they
may see how that ye do it to amend them only, and to bring
them to the way which God biddeth us walk in, and not to
avenge yourselves, or to wreak your malice on them. If at a
time through hastiness ye exceed measure in punishing,
recompense it another way, and pardon them another time.

THE DUTY OF LANDLORDS.

Let Christian landlords be content with their rent and old
customs; not raising the rent or fines, and bringing up new
customs to oppress their tenants; neither letting two or three
tenantries unto one man. Let them not take in their commons,
neither make parks nor pastures of whole parishes: for God
gave the earth to man to inhabit; and not unto sheep and wild
deer. Be as fathers unto your tenants: yea, be unto them as



Christ was unto us, and shew unto them all love and kindness.
Whatsoever business is among them, be not partial, favoring
one more than another. The complaints, quarrels, and strife
that are among them, count diseases of sick people; and, as a
merciful physician, heal them with wisdom and good counsel.
Be pitiful and tender-hearted unto them, and let not one of
thy tenants tear out another’s throat; but judge their causes
indifferently, and compel them to make their ditches, hedges,
gates, and ways. For even for such causes were ye made
landlords; and for such causes paid men rent at the beginning.
For if such an order were not, one should slay another, and all
should go to waste. If thy tenant shall labor and toil all the
year, to pay thee thy rent, and when he hath bestowed all his
labor, his neighbors’ cattle shall devour his fruits; how
tedious and bitter should his life be! See therefore that ye do
your duties again; and suffer no man to do them wrong, save
the king only.If he do wrong, then must they abide God’s
judgment.

THE DUTY OF KINGS, AND OF THE JUDGES AND
OFFICERS.

Let kings, if they had lever be Christian in deed than so to
be called, give themselves altogether to the wealth of their
realms after the ensample of Christ; remembering that the
people are God’s, and not theirs; yea, are Christ’s inheritance
and possession, bought with his blood. The most despised
person in his realm is the king’s brother, and fellow-member
with him, and equal with him in the kingdom of God and of
Christ. Let him therefore not think himself too good to do
them service; neither seek any other thing in them, than a
father seeketh in his children, yea, than Christ sought in us.
Though that the king, in the temporal regiment, be in the
room of God, and representeth God himself, and is without
all comparison better than his subjects; yet let him put off that,
and become a brother, doing and leaving undone all things in
respect of the commonwealth, that all men may see that he
seeketh nothing but the profit of his subjects. When a cause
that requireth execution is brought before him, then only let
him take the person of God on him. Then let him know no
creature, but hear all indifferently; whether it be a stranger or
one of his own realm, and the small as well as the great; and
judge righteously, "for the judgment is the Lord’s." In time of
judgment he is no minister in the kingdom of Christ; he
preacheth no gospel, but the sharp law of vengeance. Let him
take the holy judges of the old Testament for an ensample,
and namely Moses, which in executing the law was merciless;
otherwise more than a mother unto them, never avenging his
own wrongs, but suffering all things; bearing every man’s
weakness, teaching, warning, exhorting, and ever caring for
them, and so tenderly loved them, that he desired God either
to forgive them, or to damn him with them.

Let the judges also privately, when they have put off the
person of a judge, exhort with good counsel, and warn the
people, and help that they come not at God’s judgment: but
the causes that are brought to them, when they sit in God’s
stead, let them judge, and condemn the trespasser under
lawful witnesses; and not break up into the consciences of men,
after the example of antichrist’s disciples, and compel them
either to forswear themselves by the almighty God and by the
holy gospel of his merciful promises, or to testify against
themselves: which abomination our prelates learned of
Caiphas, Matthew 26, saying to Christ, "I adjure or charge
thee in the name of the living God, that thou tell us whether
thou be Christ, the Son of God." Let that which is secret to
God only, whereof no proof can be made, nor lawful witness
brought, abide unto the coming of the Lord, which shall open
all secrets. If any malice break forth, that let them judge only.
For further authority hath God not given them.

Moses (Deuteronomy 17) warneth judges to keep them
upright, and to look on no man’s person; that is, that they
prefer not the high before the low, the great before the small,
the rich before poor; his acquaintance, friend, kinsman,
countryman, or one of his own nation, before a stranger, a
friend or an alien, yea, or one of their own faith before an
infidel; but that they look on the cause only, to judge
indifferently. For the room that they are in, and the law that
they execute, are God’s; which, as he hath made all, and is
God of all, and all are his sons, even so is he judge over all,
and will have all judged by his law indifferently, and to have
the right of his law, and will avenge the wrong done unto the
Turk or Saracen. For though they be not under the
everlasting testament of God in Christ, as few of us which are
called Christian be, and even no more than to whom God hath
sent his promises, and poured his Spirit into their hearts to
believe them, and through faith graven lust in their hearts to
fulfill the law of love; yet are they under the testament of the
law natural, which is the law of every land made for the
common wealth there, and for peace and unity, that one may
live by another: in which laws the infidels, if they keep them,
have promises of worldly things. Whosoever, therefore,
hindereth a very infidel from the right of that law, sinneth
against God, and of him will God be avenged.

Moreover, Moses warneth them that they receive no gifts,
rewards or bribes. For those two points, favoring of one
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person more than another, and receiving rewards, pervert all
right and equity; and is the only pestilence of all judges.

And the kings warneth he, that they have not too many
wives, lest their hearts turn away; and that they read alway in
the law of God, to learn to fear him, lest their hearts be lift up
above their brethren. Which two points, women and pride,
the despising of their subjects, which are in very deed their
own brethren, are the common pestilence of all princes. Read
the stories, and see.

The sheriffs, baily-errants, constables, and such like officers,
may let no man that hurteth his neighbor scape, but that they
bring them before the judges; except they in the mean time
agree with their neighbors, and make them amends.

Let kings defend their subjects from the wrongs of other
nations, but pick no quarrels for every trifle: no, let not our
most holy father make them no more so drunk with vain
names, with caps of maintenance, and like baubles, as it were
puppetry for children, to beggar their realms, and to murder
their people, for defending of our holy father’s tyranny. If a
lawful peace, that standeth with God’s word, be made
between prince and prince, and the name of God taken to
record, and the body of our Savior broken between them,
upon the bond which they have made; that peace, or bond,
can our holy father not dispense with, neither loose it with all
the keys he hath: no, verily, Christ cannot break it: for he
came not to break the law, but to fulfill it.

If any man have broken the law, or a good ordinance, and
repent and come to the right way again, then hath Christ
power to forgive him: but licence to break the law can he not
give; much more his disciples and vicars, as they call
themselves, cannot do it. The keys, whereof they so greatly
boast themselves, are no carnal things, but spiritual; and
nothing else save knowledge of the law, and of the promises or
gospel. If any man, for lack of spiritual feeling, desire
authority of men, let him read the old doctors. If any man
desire authority of scripture, Christ saith, "Woe be to you
lawyers, for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye enter
not in yourselves, and them that come in ye forbid:" ( Luke 11)
that is, they had blinded the scripture (whose knowledge, as it
were a key, letteth into God) with glosses and traditions.
Likewise findest thou Matthew 23. As Peter answered in the
name of all, so Christ promised him the keys in the person of
all. ( Matthew 16) And in the 20th of John he paid them,
saying, "Receive the Holy Ghost: whosoever’s sins ye remit,
they are remitted" or forgiven; "and whosoever’s sins ye
retain, they are retained" or holden. With preaching the
promises loose they as many as repent and believe. And for
that John saith, "Receive the Holy Ghost." Luke, in his last
chapter, saith, "Then opened he their wits, that they might
understand the scriptures, and said unto them, Thus it is
written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise again
the third day; and that repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in his name among all nations." At
preaching of the law repent men; and at the preaching of the
promises do they believe, and are saved. Peter in the second of
the Acts practiced his keys; and by preaching the, law brought
the people into the knowledge of themselves, and bound their
consciences, so that "they were pricked in their hearts, and
said unto Peter and to the other apostles, What shall we do?"
Then brought they forth the key of the sweet promises, saying,
"Repent, and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of
the Holy Ghost. For the promise was made to you, and to
your children, and to all that are afar, even as many as the
Lord shall call." Of like ensamples is the Acts full, and Peter’s
epistles, and Paul’s epistles, and all the scripture; neither hath
our holy father any other authority of Christ, or by the reason
of his predecessor, Peter, than to preach God’s word. As
Christ compareth the understanding of scripture to a key, so
compareth he it to a net, and unto leaven, and unto many
other things for certain properties. I marvel, therefore, that
they boast not themselves of their net and leaven, as well as of
their keys; for they are all one thing. But as Christ biddeth us
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, so beware of their
counterfeited keys, and of their false net; which are their
traditions and ceremonies, their hypocrisy and false doctrine,
wherewith they catch, not souls unto Christ, but authority
and riches unto themselves.

Let Christian kings therefore keep their faith and truth, and
all lawful promises and bonds, not one with another only, but
even with the Turk or whatsoever infidel it be. For so it is
right before God; as the scriptures and ensamples of the bible
testify. Whosoever voweth an unlawful vow, promiseth an
unlawful promise, sweareth an unlawful oath, sinneth against
God, and ought therefore to break it. He needeth not sue to
Rome for a licence; for he hath God’s word, and not a licence
only, but also a commandment to break it. They therefore
that are sworn to be true to cardinals and bishops, that is to
say, false unto God, the king, and the realm, may break their
oaths lawfully, without grudge of conscience, by the authority
of God’s word. In making them they sinned; but in repenting
and breaking them they please God highly, and receive
forgiveness in Christ.
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Let kings take their duty of their subjects:, and that that is
necessary to the defense of the realm. Let them rule their
realms themselves, with the help of lay-men that are sage, wise,
learned, and expert. Is it not a shame above all shames, and a
monstrous thing, that no man should be found able to govern
a worldly kingdom, save bishops and prelates; that have
forsaken the world, and are taken out of the world, and
appointed to preach the kingdom of God? Christ saith that
his "kingdom is not of this world." John 18. And, Luke 12,
unto the young man, that desired him to bid his brother to
give him part of the inheritance, he answered, "Who made me
a judge or a divider among you?" "No man that layeth his
hand to the plough, and looketh back, is apt for the kingdom
of heaven." ( Luke 9) "No man can serve two masters, but he
must despise the one." ( Matthew 6) To preach God’s word is
too much for half a man: and to minister a temporal kingdom
is too much for half a man also. Either other requireth an
whole man. One therefore cannot well do both. He that
avengeth himself on every trifle is not meet to preach the
patience of Christ, how that a man ought to forgive and to
suffer all things. He that is overwhelmed with all manner
riches, and doth but seek more daily, is not meet to preach
poverty. He that will obey no man is not meet to preach how
we ought to obey all men. Peter saith, "It is not meet that we
should leave the word of God, and serve at the tables." (Acts
6) Paul saith in 1 Corinthians 9, "Woe is me if I preach not."
A terrible saying, verily, for popes, cardinals, and bishops! If
he had said, “Woe be unto me if I fight not and move princes
unto war, or if I increase not St Peter’s patrimony,” as they
call it, it had been a more easy saying for them.

Christ forbiddeth his disciples and that oft, (as thou mayest
see Matthew 18, and also Matthew 20; Mark 9, and also Mark
10; Luke 9, and also Luke 22; even at his last supper) not only
to climb above lords, kings, and emperors in worldly rule, but
also to exalt themselves one above another in the kingdom of
God: but in vain; for the pope would not hear it, though he
had commanded it ten thousand times.

God’s word should rule only; and not bishops’ decrees, or
the pope’s pleasure. That ought they to preach purely and
spiritually, and to fashion their lives after, and with all
ensample of godly living and long suffering to draw all to
Christ; and not to expound the scriptures carnally and
worldly, saying, ‘God spake this to Peter, and I am his
successor, therefore this authority is mine only;” and then
bring in the tyranny of their fleshly wisdom, In proesentia
majoris cessat potestas minoris; that is, in the presence of the
greater the less hath no power.There is no brotherhood where
such philosophy is taught.

Such philosophy, and so to abuse the scriptures, and to
mock with God’s word, is after the manner of the bishop of
Rochester’s divinity. For he, in his ‘Sermon of the
condemnation of Martin Luther,” proveth by a shadow of the
old Testament, that is, by Moses and Aaron, that Satan and
antichrist, our most holy father the pope, is Christ’s vicar and
head of Christ’s congregation. Moses, saith he, signifieth
Christ; and Aaron the pope. And yet the epistle unto the
Hebrews proveth, that the high priest of the old law signifieth
Christ; and his offering and his going in once in the year into
the inner temple signify the offering wherewith Christ offered
himself, and Christ’s going in unto the Father, to be an
everlasting mediator or intercessor for us. Nevertheless,
Rochester proveth the contrary by a shadow; by a shadow,
verily: for in shadows they walk without all shame, and the
light will they not come at, but enforce to stop and quench it
with all craft and falsehood, lest their abominable juggling
should be seen. If any man look in the light of the new
Testament, he shall clearly see that that shadow may not be so
understood.

Understand therefore, that one thing in the scripture
representeth divers things. A serpent figureth Christ in one
place, and the devil in another; and a lion doth likewise.
Christ by leaven signifieth God’s word in one place; and in
another signifieth thereby the traditions of the Pharisees,
which soured and altered God’s word for their advantage.
Now Moses verily in the said place representeth Christ; and
Aaron, which was not yet high priest, represented not Peter
only or his successor, as my lord of Rochester would have it,
(for Peter was too little to bear Christ’s message unto all the
world,) but signifieth every disciple of Christ, and every true
preacher of God’s word. For Moses put in Aaron’s mouth
what he should say; and Aaron was Moses’s prophet, and
spake not his own message, as the pope and bishops do, but
that which Moses had received of God and delivered unto him.
Exodus 4, and also Exodus 7. So ought every preacher to
preach God’s word purely, and neither to add nor minish. A
true messenger must do his message truly; and say neither
more nor less than he is commanded. Aaron, when he is high
priest, and offereth and purgeth the people of their worldly
sin which they had fallen in, in touching uncleanly things, and
in eating meats forbidden, (as we sin in handling the chalice
and the altar stone, and are purged with the bishop’s blessing,)
representeth Christ, which purgeth us from all sin in the sight
of God: as the epistle unto the Hebrews maketh mention.
When Moses was gone up into the mount, and Aaron left



behind, and made the golden calf, there Aaron representeth
all false preachers, and namely our most holy father the pope;
which in like manner maketh us believe in a bull, as the bishop
of Rochester full well allegeth the place in his sermon. If the
pope be signified by Aaron, and Christ by Moses, why is not
the pope as well content with Christ’s law and doctrine, as
Aaron was with Moses’? What is the cause that our bishops
preach the pope, and not Christ; seeing the apostles preached
not Peter, but Christ? Paul saith of himself and his fellow
apostles, "We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord,
and preach ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake:" ( 2
Corinthians 4) and, "Let no man rejoice in men, for all things
are yours, whether it be Paul, or Apollos, or Peter; whether it
be the world, or life, or death; whether they be present things,
or things to come; all are yours, and ye are Christ’s, and
Christ is God’s." He leaveth out, Ye are Peter’s, or ye are the
pope’s. And in the chapter following he saith, "Let men
thuswise esteem us, even the ministers of Christ," etc. And (2
Corinthians 11) Paul was jealous over his Corinthians,
because they fell from Christ, to whom he had married them,
and did cleave unto the authority of men; for even then false
prophets sought authority in the name of the high apostles: "I
am (saith he) jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I
coupled you to one man, to make you a chaste virgin to Christ;
but I fear lest, as the serpent deceived Eve through his subtlety,
even so your wits should be corrupt from the singleness that is
in Christ." And it followeth: "If he that cometh to you
preached another Jesus, or if ye receive another Spirit or
another gospel, then might ye well have been content:" that is,
ye might have well suffered him to have authority above me:
"but I suppose," saith he, "that I was not behind the high
apostles;" meaning in preaching Jesus and his gospel, and in
ministering the Spirit. And in the said 2 Corinthians 11 he
proveth, by the doctrine of Christ, that he is greater than the
high apostles: for Christ saith, to be great in the kingdom of
God is to do service and to take pain for other: upon which
rule Paul disputeth, saying, "If they be the ministers of Christ,
T am more; in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure,
in prison more plenteously, in death oft," and so forth. If Paul
preached Christ more than Peter, and suffered more for his
congregation, then is he greater than Peter, by the testimony
of Christ. And in 2 Corinthians 12 he saith, "In nothing was I
inferior unto the high apostles: though I be nothing, yet the
tokens of an apostle were wrought among you with all
patience, with signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds." So
proved he his authority, and not with a bull from Peter,
sealed with cold lead, either with shadows of the old
Testament falsely expounded.

Moreover the apostles were sent immediately of Christ; and
of Christ received they their authority, as Paul boasteth
himself every where. "Christ," saith he, "sent me to preach the
gospel." 1 Corinthians 1. And, "I received of the Lord that
which I delivered unto you." 1 Corinthians 11. And Galatians
1, "I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was
preached of me was not after the manner of men, (that is to
wit, carnal or fleshly,) neither received I it of man, neither was
it taught me, but I received it by the revelation of Jesus
Christ." And Galatians 2, "He that was mighty in Peter in the
apostleship over the circumcision, was mighty in me among
the gentiles." And 1 Timothy 1, readest thou likewise. And
(John 20) Christ sent them forth indifferently, and gave them
like power: "As my Father sent me," saith he, "so send I you;"
that is, to preach and to suffer, as I have done; and not to
conquer empires and kingdoms, and to subdue all temporal
power under you with disguised hypocrisy. He gave them the
Holy Ghost, to bind and loose indifferently, as thou seest; and
afterward he sent forth Paul with like authority, as thou seest
in the Acts. And in the last of Matthew saith he: "All power is
given me in heaven and in earth; go therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe
whatsoever I commanded you." The authority that Christ
gave them was to preach; yet not what they would imagine,
but what he had commanded. "Lo," saith he, "I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world." He said not, I go my
way, and lo, here is Peter in my stead; but sent them every
man to a sundry country, whithersoever the Spirit carried
them, and went with them himself. And as he wrought with
Peter where he went:, so wrought he with the other where
they went; as Paul boasteth of himself unto the Galatians.
Seeing now that we have Christ’s doctrine, and Christ’s holy
promises, and seeing that Christ is ever present with us his
own self; how cometh it that Christ may not reign
immediately over us, as well as the pope which cometh never
at us? Seeing also that the office of an apostle is to preach only,
how can the pope challenge with right any authority, where
he preacheth not? How cometh it also that Rochester will not
let us be called one congregation by the reason of one God,
one Christ, one Spirit, one gospel, one faith, one hope, and
one baptism, as well as because of one pope? If any natural
beast with his worldly wisdom strive, that one is greater than
another, because that in congregations one is sent of another,
as we see in the Acts; I answer that Peter sent no man, but was
sent himself; and John was sent, and Paul, Silas, and Barnabas
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were sent. Howbeit such manner sendings are not worldly, as
princes send ambassadors; no, nor as friars send their limiters
to gather their brotherhoods; which must obey, whether they
will or will not. Here all thing is free and willingly. And the
Holy Ghost bringeth them together; which maketh their wills
free, and ready to bestow themselves upon their neighbor’s
profit. And they that come offer themselves, and all that they
have, or can do, to serve the Lord and their brethren. And
every man, as he is found apt and meet to serve his neighbor,
s0 is he sent or put in office. And of the Holy Ghost are they
sent, with the consent of their brethren, and with their own
consent also: and God’s word ruleth in that congregation;
unto which word every man conformeth his will: and Christ,
which is always present, is the head. But as our bishops hear
not Christ’s voice, so see they him not present, and therefore
make them a God on the earth, of the kind, I suppose, of
Aaron’s calf: for he bringeth forth no other fruit but bulls.

Forasmuch also as Christ is as great as Peter, why is not his
seat as great as Peter’s? Had the head of the empire been at
Jerusalem, there had been no mention made of Peter. It is
verily, as Paul saith in the 11th chapter of the second epistle
to the Corinthians, "The false apostles are deceitful workers,
and fashion themselves like unto the apostles of Christ:" ( 2
Corinthians 11) that is, the shaven nation preach Christ
falsely; yea, under the name of Christ preach themselves, and
reign in Christ’s stead: have also taken away the key of
knowledge, and wrapped the people in ignorance, and have
taught them to believe in themselves, in their traditions and
false ceremonies; so that Christ is but a vain name. And after
they had put Christ out of his room, they gat themselves to
the emperor and kings, and so long ministered their business
till they have also put them out of their rooms, and have got
their authorities from them, and reign also in their stead; so
that the emperor and kings are but vain names and shadows,
as Christ is, having nothing to do in the world. Thus reign
they, in the stead of God and man, and have all power under
them, and do what they list.

Let us see another point of our great clerk: a little after the
beginning of his sermon, intending to prove that which is
clearer than the sun, and serveth no more for his purpose than
Ite missa est serveth to prove that our lady was born without
original sin; he allegeth a saying that Martin Luther saith,
which is this: "If we affirm that any one epistle of Paul or any
one place of his epistles pertaineth not unto the universal
church, (that is, to all the congregation of them that believe
in Christ,) we take away all St Paul’s authority." Whereupon
saith Rochester: "If it be thus of the words of St Paul, much
rather it is true of the gospels of Christ and of every place of
them." O malicious blindness! First, note his blindness. He
understandeth by this word gospel no more but the four
evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; and thinketh
not that the Acts of apostles, and the epistles of Peter, of Paul,
and of John, and of other like, are also the gospel. Paul
calleth his preaching the gospel: Romans 2 <450201> and 1
Corinthians 4 and Galatians 1 and 1 Timothy 1. The gospel is
every where one, though it be preached of divers, and
signifieth glad tidings: that is to wit, an open preaching of
Christ, and the holy testament and gracious promises that
God hath made in Christ’s blood to all that repent and believe.
Now is there more gospel in one epistle of Paul, that is to say,
Christ is more clearly preached and more promises rehearsed
in one epistle of Paul, than in the three first evangelists,
Matthew, Mark, and Luke.

Consider also his maliciousness; how wickedly and how
craftily he taketh away the authority of Paul! ‘It is much
rather true of the gospels, and of every place in them, than of
Paul.’ If that which the four evangelists wrote be truer than
that which Paul wrote, then is it not one gospel that they
preached, neither one Spirit that taught them. If it be one
gospel and one Spirit, how is one truer than the other? Paul
proveth his authority to the Galatians and to the Corinthians,
because that he received his gospel by revelation of Christ, and
not of man; and because that when he communed with Peter
and the high apostles of his gospel and preaching, they could
improve nothing, neither teach him any thing; and because
also that as many were converted, and as great miracles
shewed by his preaching as at the preaching of the high
apostles; and therefore will be of no less authority than Peter
and other high apostles, nor have his gospel of less reputation
than theirs.

Finally: that thou mayest know Rochester for ever, and all
the remnant by him, what they are within the skin, mark how
he playeth bo-peep with the scripture. He allegeth the
beginning of the tenth chapter to the Hebrews, Umbram
habens lex futurorum benorum, "the law hath but a shadow of
things to come;" and immediately expoundeth the figure clean
contrary unto the chapter following, and to all the whole
epistle; making Aaron a figure of the pope, whom the epistle
maketh a figure of Christ.

He allegeth half a text of Paul, "In the latter days some shall
depart from the faith, giving heed unto spirits of error and
devilish doctrine." (1 Timothy 4) But it followeth in the text:
"Giving attendance, or heed, unto the devilish doctrine of
them which speak false through hypocrisy, and have their
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consciences marked with a hot iron, forbidding to marry, and
commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created
to be received with giving thanks." Which two things who
ever did, save the pope, Rochester’s god? making sin in the
creatures, which God hath created for man’s use, to be
received with thanks. "The kingdom of heaven is not meat and
drink," saith Paul, "but righteousness, peace, and joy in the
Holy Ghost. For whosoever in these things serveth Christ,
pleaseth God, and is allowed of men." Had Rochester,
therefore, not a conscience marked with the hot iron of malice,
so that he cannot consent unto the will of God and glory of
Christ, he would not so have alleged the text; which is
contrary to none save themselves.

He allegeth another text of Paul, in the second chapter of
his second epistle to the Thessalonians <530201> , Erit
discessio primum : that is, saith Rochester, before the coming
of antichrist there shall be a notable departing from the faith.
And Paul saith, "The Lord cometh not, except there come a
departing first." Paul’s meaning is, that the last day cometh
not so shortly, but that antichrist shall come first and destroy
the faith, and sit in the temple of God, and make all men
worship him, and believe in him (as the pope doth); and then
shall God’s word come to light again, (as it doth at this time,)
and destroy him, and utter his juggling, and then cometh
Christ unto judgment. What say ye of this crafty conveyer?
Would he spare, suppose ye, to allege and to wrest other
doctors pestilently, which feareth not for to juggle with the
holy scripture of God, expounding that unto antichrist which
Paul speaketh of Christ? No, be ye sure. But even after this
manner-wise pervert they the whole scripture and all doctors;
wresting them unto their abominable purpose, clean contrary
to the meaning of the text, and to the circumstances that go
before and after. Which devilish falsehood, lest the laymen
should perceive, is the very cause why that they will not suffer
the scripture to be had in the English tongue; neither any
work to be made that should bring the people to knowledge
of the truth.

He allegeth, for the pope’s authority, St Cyprian, St
Augustine, Ambrose, Jerome, and Origen; of which never one
knew of any authority that one bishop should have above
another. And St Gregory allegeth he, which would receive no
such authority above his brethren, when it was proffered him.
As the manner is to call Tully chief of orators for his singular
eloquence, and Aristotle chief of philosophers, and Virgil
chief of poets, for their singular learning, and not for any
authority that they had over other; so was it the manner to
call Peter chief of the apostles for his singular activity and
boldness, and not that he should be lord over his; brethren,
contrary to his own doctrine. Yet compare that chief apostle
unto Paul, and he is found a great way inferior. This I say not
that T would that any man should make a god of Paul,
contrary unto his own learning. Notwithstanding yet this
manner of speaking is left unto us of our elders; that when we
say the apostle saith so, we understand Paul, for his excellency
above other apostles. I would he would tell you how Jerome,
Augustine, Bede, Origen, and other doctors, expound this
text, "Upon this rock I will build my congregation:" and how
they interpret the keys also. Thereto, Pasce, pasce, pasce,
which Rochester leaveth without any English, signifieth not
poll, sheer, and shave. Upon which text behold the faithful
exposition of Bede.

Note also how craftily he would enfeoff the apostles of
Christ with their wicked traditions and false ceremonies,
which they themselves have feigned; alleging; Paul, 2
Thessalonians 2. T answer, that Paul taught by mouth such
things as he wrote in his epistles. And his traditions were the
gospel of Christ, and honest manners and living, and such a
good order as becometh the doctrine of Christ: as that a
woman obey her husband, have her head covered, keep silence,
and go womanly and christianly apparelled; that children and
servants be in subjection: and that the young obey their elders;
that no man eat but he that laboreth and worketh; and that
men make an earnest thing of God’s word and of his holy
sacraments; and to watch, fast, and pray, and such like as the
scripture commandeth: which things he that would break
were no christian man. But we may well complain, and cry to
God for help, that it is not lawful, for the pope’s tyranny, to
teach the people what prayer is, what fasting is, and wherefore
it serveth. There were also certain customs alway, which were
not commanded in pain of hell, or everlasting damnation; as
to watch all night, and to kiss one another: which as soon as
the people abused, then they brake them. For which cause the
bishops might break many things now in like manner. Paul
also, in many things which God had made free, gave pure and
faithful counsel; without tangling of any man’s conscience,
and without all manner commanding under pain of cursing,
pain of excommunication, pain of heresy, pain of burning,
pain of deadly sin, pain of hell, and pain of damnation. As
thou mayest see, 1 Corinthians 7, where he counselleth the
unmarried, the widows, and virgins, that it is good so to
abide, if they have the gift of chastity: not to win heaven
thereby; (for neither circumcision neither uncircumcision is
any thing at all, but the keeping of the commandments is
altogether;) but that they might be without trouble, and



might also the better wait on God’s word, and freelier serve
their brethren: and saith, as a faithful servant, that he had
none authority of the Lord to give them any commandment.
But, that the apostles gave us any blind ceremonies, whereof
we should not know the reason, that I deny, and also defy, as a
thing clean contrary unto the learning of Paul everywhere.

For Paul commandeth that no man once speak in the
church, that is, in the congregation, but in a tongue that all
men understand, except that there be an interpreter by. He
commandeth to labor for knowledge, understanding, and
feeling; and to beware of superstition, and persuasions of
worldly wisdom, philosophy, and of hypocrisy and ceremonies,
and of all manner disguising, and to walk in the plain and
open truth. "Ye were once darkness," saith he, "but now are
ye light in the Lord; walk therefore as the children of light."
Ephesians 5. How doth Paul also wish them increase of grace
in every epistle! How crieth he to God to augment their
knowledge; that they should be no more children, wavering
with every wind of doctrine; but would vouchsafe to make
them full men in Christ, and in the understanding of the
mysteries or secrets of Christ, so that it should not be possible
for any man to deceive them with any enticing reasons of
worldly wisdom, or to beguile them with blind ceremonies, or
to lead them out of the way with superstitiousness of disguised
hypocrisy!

Unto which full knowledge are the spiritual officers
ordained to bring them. Ephesians 4. So far is it away that
Christ’s apostles should give them traditions of blind
ceremonies, without signification, or of which no man should
know the reason; as Rochester, which loveth shadows and
darkeness, lieth on them: God stop his blasphemous mouth!

Consider also, how studiously Rochester allegeth Origen,
both for his pope, and also to stablish his blind ceremonies
withal: which Origen of all heretics is condemned to be the
greatest. ‘He is an ancient doctor,” saith he; yea, ‘and to
whom in this point great faith is to be given.” Yea, verily,
Aristotle and Plato, and even very Robin Hood, is to be
believed in such a point, that so greatly maintaineth our holy
father’s authority, and all his disguisings.

Last of all: as once a crafty thief, when he was espied and
followed, cried unto the people, Stop the thief! Stop the thief!
and as many, to begin withal, cast first in another man’s teeth
that which he feareth should be laid to his own charge; even so
Rochester layeth to Martin Luther’s charge the slaying and
murdering of Christian men, because they will not believe in
his doctrine: which thing Rochester and his brethren have not
ceased to do now these certain hundred years, with such
malice, that, when they be dead, they rage, burning their
bodies; of which some they themselves, of likelihood, killed
before secretly. And because that all the world knoweth that
Martin Luther slayeth no man, but killeth only with the
spiritual sword, the word of God, such cankered consciences
as Rochester hath; neither persecuteth, but suffereth
persecution; yet Rochester, with a goodly argument proveth
that he would do it if he could! And mark, I pray you, what an
orator he is, and how vehemently he persuadeth it! Martin
Luther hath burned the pope’s decretals; a manifest sign, saith
he, that he would have burned the pope’s holiness also, if he
had had him! A like argument, which I suppose to be rather
true, I make: Rochester and his holy brethren have burnt
Christ’s testament; an evident sign, verily, that they would
have burnt Christ himself also, if they had had him!

I had almost, verily, left out the chiefest point of all.
Rochester, both abominable and shameless, yea, and stark
mad with pure malice, and so adased in the brains with spite,
that he cannot overcome the truth that he seeth not, or rather
careth not what he saith; in the end of his first destruction, I
would say instruction, as he calleth it, intending to prove that
we are justified through holy works, allegeth half a text of
Paul, of the fifth to the Galatians, (as his manner is to juggle
and convey craftily,) Fides per dilectionem operans. Which
text he thiswise Englisheth: "Faith, which is wrought by
love;" and maketh a verb passive of a verb deponent.
Rochester will have love to go before, and faith to spring out
of love. Thus antichrist turneth the roots of the tree upward. I
must first love a bitter medicine, (after Rochester’s doctrine,)
and then believe that it is wholesome: when, by natural reason,
I first hate a bitter medicine, until I be brought in belief of the
physician that it is wholesome, and that the bitterness shall
heal me; and then afterward love it, of that belief. Doth the
child love the father first, and then believe that he is his son or
heir? or rather, because he knoweth that he is his son or heir
and beloved, therefore loveth again? John saith, in the third
of his first epistle, "See what love the Father hath shewed
upon us, that we should be called his sons." Because we are
sons, therefore love we. Now, by faith we are sons, as John
saith in the first chapter of his gospel: "He gave them power
to be the sons of God, in that they believed on his name." And
Paul saith, in the third chapter of his epistle to the Galatians,
"We are all the sons of God by the faith which is in Jesus
Christ." And John, in the said chapter of his epistle, saith,
"Hereby perceive we love, that he gave his life for us." We
could see no love, nor cause to love again, except that we
believed that he died for us, and that we were saved through
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his death. And in the chapter following saith John, "Herein is
love; not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his
Son to make agreement for our sins." So God sent not his Son
for any love that we;had to him; but of the love that he had to
us sent he his Son, that we might so love, and love again. Paul
likewise, in Romans 7, after that he hath declared the infinite
love of God to usward, in that he spared not his own Son, but
gave him for us, crieth out, saying, "Who shall separate us
from the love of God? Shall persecution, shall a sword? etc."
No, saith he; "I am sure that no creature shall separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord:" as who
should say, We see so great love in God to us-ward, in Christ’s
death, that though all misfortune should fall on us, we cannot
but love again. Now how know we that God loveth us? Verily,
by faith. So therefore, though Rochester be a beast faithless,
yet ought natural reason to have taught him, that love
springeth out of faith and knowledge; and not faith and
knowledge out of love. But let us see the text. Paul saith thus:
"In Christ Jesus neither circumcision is any thing worth, nor
uncircumeision, but faith which worketh through love;" or
which through love is strong or mighty in working; and not
which is wrought by love, as the juggler saith. Faith, that
loveth God’s commandments, justifieth a man. If thou believe
God’s promises in Christ, and love his commandments, then
art thou safe. If thou love the commandment, then art thou
sure that. thy faith is unfeigned, and that God’s Spirit is in
thee.

How faith justifieth before God in the heart; and how love
springeth of faith, and compelleth us to work; and how the
works justify before the world, and testify what we are, and
certify us that our faith is unfeigned, and that the right Spirit
of God is in us; see in my book of the Justifying of Faith; and
there shalt thou see all thing abundantly. Also of the
controversy between Paul and James, see there. Neverthelater,
when Rochester saith, if faith only justified, then both the
devils and also sinners that lie still in sin should be saved, his
argument is not worth a straw.

For neither the devils, nor yet sinners, that continue in sin
of purpose and delectation, have any such faith as Paul
speaketh of. For Paul’s faith is to believe God’s promises.
"Faith," saith he, Romans 10, "cometh by hearing, and
hearing cometh by the word of God." "And how shall they
hear without a preacher, and how shall they preach except
they be sent? As it is written," saith he, "How beautiful are
the feet that bring glad tidings of peace, and bring glad
tidings of good things!" Now when sent God any messengers
unto the devils, to preach them peace, or any good thing? The
devil hath no promise; he is therefore excluded from Paul’s
faith. The devil believeth that Christ died, but not that he
died for his sins. Neither doth any, that consenteth in the
heart to continue in sin, believe that Christ died for him. For
to believe that Christ died for us is to see our horrible
damnation, and how we were appointed unto eternal pains,
and to feel, and to be sure, that we are delivered therefrom
through Christ: in that we have power to hate our sins, and to
love God’s commandments. All such repent and have their
hearts loosed out of captivity and bondage of sin, and are
therefore justified through faith in Christ. Wicked sinners
have no faith, but imaginations and opinions about Christ; as
our schoolmen have in their principles, about which they
brawl so fast one with another. It is another thing to believe
that the king is rich, and that he is rich unto me, and that my
part is therein; and that he will not spare a penny of his riches
at my need. When I believe that the king is rich, T am not
moved: but when I believe that he is rich for me, and that he
will never fail me at my need, then love I; and of love am ready
to work unto the uttermost of my power.

But let us return at the last unto our purpose again. What is
the cause that laymen cannot now rule, as well as in times past,
and as the Turks yet do?

Verily, because that antichrist with the mist of his juggling
hath beguiled our eyes, and hath cast a superstitious fear upon
the world of christian men, and hath taught them to dread
not God and his word, but himself and his word; not God’s
law and ordinances, princes and officers which God hath set
to rule the world, but his own law and ordinances, traditions
and ceremonies, and disguised disciples, which he hath set
every where to deceive the world, and to expel the light of
God’s word, that his darkness may have room. For we see by
daily experience, of certain hundred years long, that he which
feareth neither God nor his word, neither regardeth father,
mother, master, or Christ himself, which rebelleth against
God’s ordinances, riseth against the king’s, and resisteth his
officers, dare not once lay hands on one of the pope’s anointed:
no, though he slay his father before his face, or do violence
unto his brother, or defile his sister, wife, or mother. Like
honor give we unto his traditions and ceremonies. What
devotion have we when we are blessed (as they call it) with the
chalice, or when the bishop lifteth up his holy hand over us?
Who dare handle the chalice, touch the altar-stone, or put his
hand in the font, or his finger into the holy oil? What
reverence give we unto holy water, holy fire, holy bread, holy
salt, hallowed bells, holy wax, holy boughs, holy candles, and
holy ashes! And last of all, unto the holy candle commit we
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our souls at our last departing. Yea, and of the very clout
which the bishop, or his chaplain that standeth by, knitteth
about children’s necks at confirmation, what lay-person dare
be so bold as to unloose the knot? Thou wilt say, Do not such
things bring the Holy Ghost and put away sin and drive away
spirits? I say that a stedfast faith, or belief in Christ and in the
promises that God hath sworn to give us for his sake, bringeth
the Holy Ghost, as all the scriptures make mention, and as
Paul saith, "Have ye received the Holy Ghost through faith,
or believing?" Faith is the rock whereon Christ buildeth his
congregation; against which, saith Christ, Matthew 16,
hellgates shall not prevail. As soon as thou believest in Christ,
the Holy Ghost cometh, sin falleth away, and devils fly. When
we cast holy water at the devil, or ring the bells, he fleeth as
men do from young children, and mocketh with us, to bring
us from the true faith, that is in God’s word, unto a
superstitious and a false belief of our own imagination. If
thou hadst faith and threwest an unhallowed stone at his head,
he would earnestly flee, and without mocking; yea, though
thou threwest nothing at all, he would not yet abide.

Though that at the beginning miracles were shewed
through such ceremonies, to move the infidels to believe the
word of God, as thou readest how the apostles anointed the
sick with oil, and healed them; and Paul sent his pertelet or
jerkin to the sick, and healed them also; yet was it not the
ceremony that did the miracle, but faith of the preacher and
the truth of God, which had promised to confirm and stablish
his gospel with such miracles. Therefore, as soon as the gift of
miracles ceased, ought the ceremony to have ceased also; or
else if they needs will have a ceremony to signify some promise
or benefit of God (which I praise not, but would have God’s
word preached every Sunday, for which intent Sundays and
holy days were ordained), then let them tell the people what it
meaneth; and not set up a bald and a naked ceremony without
signification, to make the people believe therein, and to
quench the faith that ought to be given unto the word of God.

What helpeth it also that the priest, when he goeth to mass,
disguiseth himself with a great part of the passion of Christ,
and playeth out the rest under silence, with signs and proffers,
with nodding, becking and mowing, as it were jackanapes,
when neither he himself, neither any man else wotteth what he
meaneth? Not at all, verily; but hurteth, and that exceedingly;
forasmuch as it not only destroyeth the faith, and quencheth
the love that should be given unto the commandments, and
maketh the people unthankful, in that it bringeth them into
such superstition, that they think that they have done
abundantly enough for God, yea, and deserved above measure,
if they be present once in a day at such mumming; but also
maketh the infidels to mock us and abhor us, in that they see
nothing but such apes” play among us, whereof no man can
give a reason.

All this cometh to pass to fulfill the prophecy which Christ
prophesied; that there shall come in his name, which shall say
that they themselves are Christ. That do verily the pope and
our holy orders of religion. For they, under the name of
Christ, preach themselves, their own word and their own
traditions, and teach the people to believe in them. The pope
giveth pardons of his full power, of the treasure of the church,
and of the merits of saints. The friars likewise make their
benefactors (which only they call their brethren and sisters)
partakers of their masses, fasting, watchings, prayings, and
woolward goings. Yea, and when a novice of the Observants is
professed, the father asketh him, Will ye keep the rules of holy
St Francis? and he saith, Yea. Will ye so in deed? saith he. The
other answereth, ‘Yea, forsooth, father. Then saith the father,
And T promise you again everlasting life. O blasphemy! If
eternal life be due unto the pilled traditions of lousy friars,
where is the testament become that God made unto us in
Christ’s blood? Christ saith, ‘“That there shall come pseudo-
Christi;” which though 1, for a consideration, have translated
false Christs, keeping the Greek word, yet signifieth it in the
English ‘false anointed,” and ought so to be translated.
"There shall come," saith Christ, "false anointed, and false
prophets, and shall do miracles and wonders so greatly, that,
if it were possible, the very elect, or chosen, should be brought
out of the way." Compare the pope’s doctrine unto the word
of God, and thou shalt find that there hath been, and yet is, a
great going out of the way; and that evil men and deceivers (as
Paul prophesied 2 Timothy 3) have prevailed, and waxed
worse and worse, beguiling other as they are beguiled
themselves. Thou tremblest and quakest, saying, Shall God let
us go so sore out of the right way? I answer, It is Christ that
warneth us; which, as he knew all that should follow, so
prophesied he before, and is a true prophet, and his
prophecies must needs be fulfilled. GOD anointed his son
Jesus with the Holy Ghost, and therefore called him Christ;
which is as mu